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JOINT MEETING OF THE 
EL CAJON CITY COUNCIL  
AND REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 
MINUTES 
 
CITY OF EL CAJON 
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA 
 
  
JULY 22, 2008 
 
An Adjourned Regular Joint Meeting of the El Cajon City Council and Redevelopment 
Agency of the City of El Cajon, California held Tuesday, July 22, 2008, was called to 
order by Mayor/Chair Mark Lewis at 3:04 p.m., in the Council Chambers, 200 East 
Main Street, El Cajon, California. This meeting was adjourned from the Adjourned 
Regular Joint meeting held at 3:00 p.m. on July 8, 2008. 
 
R O L L   C A L L 
 
Council/Agencymembers present: Kendrick, McClellan, Ramos 
Council/Agencymembers absent: None 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair present: Hanson-Cox  
Mayor/Chair present: Lewis 
Other Officers present: Rutledge, City Clerk/Secretary  

Foley, City Attorney/General Counsel  
Henry, City Manager/Executive Director  
Griffiths, Deputy Director of Public Works 
Ayres, Director of Community Development 

 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG led by Mayor Lewis and MOMENT OF 
SILENCE.  (The Courts have concluded that sectarian prayer as part of City Council 
Meetings is not permitted under the Constitution).   
 
        
POSTINGS:  The City Clerk posted Orders of Adjournment of the July 8, 2008, 
meeting and the Agenda of the July 22, 2008, meeting in accordance to State Law 
and Council/Agency Policy. 
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Mayor Lewis speaks about the recent passing of long time community advocate and 
Planning Commissioner Tom Black.   
 
Michael Black reads a statement about his father, Tom Black. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  
 

• Employee Service Awards   
 
Five Years of Service 
 
Frances Molter-Deck  Police Services Officer  Police 
James  Welty   Police Officer    Police 
Emily  Withers  Recreation Services Supervisor Recreation 
 
Ten Years of Service 
 
Douglas Baldwin  Plans Examiner   Comm. Dev. 
Jonah  Conley  Police Officer    Police 
Darrin  Forster  Police Officer    Police 
 
Twenty Years of Service 
 
Kimberly  Agundez  Police Services Officer  Police 
Sharon Rabell   Police Dispatcher   Police 
 
Thirty Years of Service 
 
Richard Ramos  City Council Member  City Council 
 

 
AGENDA CHANGES:  None 
 
 
CONSENT ITEMS:  (1.1 – 1.14) 
 
 
Mayor Lewis asks if there is a representative in the audience for Item 1.8.  As no 
response is received, Mayor Lewis states the assumption is that the applicant is in 
agreement with the recommendation from Staff. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to approve Consent 
Items 1.1 to 1.14, pulling Item 1.7, as requested by MCCLELLAN and 
Item 1.9, as requested by a member of the public.  

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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CONSENT ITEMS:  (Continued) 
 
 
1.1 MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETINGS 
 
Approve Minutes of the July 8, 2008, Meeting of the El Cajon City 
Council/Redevelopment Agency. 
 
 
1.2 WARRANTS 
 
Approve payment of Warrants as submitted by the Finance Department. 
 
 
1.3 APPROVAL OF READING BY TITLE AND WAIVER OF READING IN FULL 

OF ORDINANCES ON AGENDA 
 
Approve the reading by title and waive the reading in full of all Ordinances on the 
Agenda. 
 
 
1.4 RESOLUTION – ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION FOR THE EAST MAIN 

STREET AND MAGNOLIA AVENUE CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  
(Report:  Director of Public Works) 

 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 76-08: 
 

1. Approving an increase in the scope of work for the East Main Street and 
Magnolia Avenue Corridor Improvement Project; 

 
2. Authorizing the City Manager to approve a Contract Change Order to 

provide for the following: 
 

(a) A continuation of sidewalk improvements on both sides of West 
Main Street between Magnolia and Orange on the south side and 
Magnolia and Sunshine on the north side, including such 
improvements as a new drainage system, site furnishings, 
streetlights, street trees and irrigation (Attachment A of Agenda 
Report). 

(b) The installation of curb, gutter, sidewalk, drainage and traffic 
signal improvements on the east side of Magnolia Avenue at the 
corners of Julian Avenue and Park Avenue, to improve access to 
the Public Safety Center (Attachment B of Agenda Report).  
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ITEM 1.4  (Continued) 
 
 

3. Approving a Reimbursement Agreement between Main Street 
Acquisition Partners, LLC and the City of El Cajon for the reimbursement 
of improvements associated with the redevelopment of the former 
Albertson Shopping Center substantially in the form presented at this 
meeting (Attachment C of Agenda Report). 

 
4. Approving the appropriation of $235,000 from the Wastewater Fund in 

order to accomplish additional drainage work as part of the East Main 
Street and Magnolia Avenue Corridor Improvement Project. 

 
 
1.5 RESOLUTION – AWARD OF BID NO. 008-09, ELEVATOR MAINTENANCE  

(Report:  Purchasing Agent) 
 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 77-08 and award the bid to the low bidder, Amtech Elevator 
Services, in the amount of $6,000.00. 
 
 
1.6 RESOLUTION – CITY-INITIATION OF ZONING CODE AMENDMENTS  

(Report:  Director of Community Development) 
 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 78-08 approving the initiation of amendments to the Zoning 
Code as provided for in the adopted budget work program goals for Fiscal Year 2008-
09. 
 
 
PULLED FOR DISCUSSION: 
1.7 CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER WITH DATEL SYSTEMS, INC. (Report: 

Director of Public Works) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve an increase in the scope of 
work for the Installation of Traffic Monitoring and Wireless Communications System 
Project with Datel Systems, Inc. to install five (5) additional cameras at various 
locations in the City. 
 
 
1.8 SPECIAL OPERATION LICENSE – MAIN TAP TAVERN – 518 East Main 

Street  
 
Approve the application for the Special Operation License as submitted by Zackary B. 
Summers for a cabaret with full liquor and food service at 518 East Main Street, and 
deny applicant’s request for a Special Officer Waiver. 
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CONSENT ITEMS:  (Continued) 
 
 
PULLED FOR DISCUSSION: 
1.9 REQUEST FOR TIME EXTENSION OF TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP 

(TSM) 595 – 756 South Magnolia Avenue, Engineering Job No. 2999  
(Report:  Director of Public Works) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council grant a second one-year time 
extension for TSM 595 and set the new expiration date to July 26, 2009, in 
accordance with Municipal Code Section 16.12.110B. 
 
 
1.10 SURPLUS PROPERTY AT THE EAST COUNTY PERFORMING ARTS 

CENTER  (ECPAC)  (Report:  Director of Recreation)  
 
Approve the donation of eighteen, 3.5 inch, ellipsoidal spotlights to Valhalla Theatre 
Arts program. 
 
 
1.11 ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR TENTATIVE PARCEL 

MAP (TPM) 633 – 862, 872, 876 South Orange Avenue, Engineering Job 
No. 3104  (Report:  Director of Public Works) 

 
Accept the public improvements and authorize the City Clerk to release the bonds 
guaranteeing the improvements in accordance with the Subdivision Agreement and 
require the developer to maintain insurance in force until the release of all bonds for 
the project. 
 
 
1.12 RESOLUTION – AWARD OF BID NO. 007-09, CURB RAMPS AT VARIOUS 

LOCATIONS – PROJECT #14  (Report:  Purchasing Agent)  
 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 79-08 and award the bid to the low bidder, Fox 
Construction, in the amount of $267,200.00. 
 
 
1.13 RESOLUTION – AWARD OF BID NO. 041-08 – POSITIVE DISPLACEMENT 

COMBINATION SEWER/STORM DRAIN CLEANER  (Report:  Purchasing 
Agent)  

 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 80-08 and award the bid to the low bidder, Municipal 
Maintenance Equipment, Inc., in the amount of $291,797.95. 
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CONSENT ITEMS:  (Continued) 
 
 
1.14 RESOLUTION – AWARD OF BID NO. 005-09 – FIRE STATION 9 REMODEL  

(Report: Purchasing Agent)  
 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 81-08 and award the bid to the low bidder, M. A. Stevens 
Construction, Inc., in the amount of $1,197,000.00. 
 
 

********************************************************** 
 
 
1.7 CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER WITH DATEL SYSTEMS, INC. (Report: 

Director of Public Works) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council approve an increase in the scope of 
work for the Installation of Traffic Monitoring and Wireless Communications System 
Project with Datel Systems, Inc. to install five (5) additional cameras at various 
locations in the City. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
In reply to questions by Councilmember McClellan, Deputy Director of Public 
Works Griffiths, states that the cameras were strategically placed, for observation 
purposes.  Reports will be generated from the information gathered. 
 
Trev Holman, City Traffic Engineer, adds that the intent of the cameras is for 
monitoring traffic so that it can be observed from the office, rather than for recording 
purposes.  There is a possibility that the Police Department may wish to share use of 
the equipment to help curtail vandalism in the monitored areas.    
 
No further comments are made. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to Approve Item 1.7 
 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 
1.9 REQUEST FOR TIME EXTENSION OF TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP 

(TSM) 595 – 756 South Magnolia Avenue, Engineering Job No. 2999  
(Report:  Director of Public Works) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council grant a second one-year time 
extension for TSM 595 and set the new expiration date to July 26, 2009, in 
accordance with Municipal Code Section 16.12.110B. 
 



 

Joint Meeting:  El Cajon City Council July 22, 2008 
And Redevelopment Agency -208- 3:00 p.m.  

 
 

ITEM 1.9  (Continued) 
 
  

DISCUSSION 
 
Chris Christensen discusses Senate Bill (SB) 1185, a recently enacted bill that 
grants an automatic extension for un-expired tentative maps.  He feels this tentative 
map qualifies for the automatic extension. 
 
In answer to questions by Council, City Attorney Foley clarifies that SB 1185 
automatically extends by 12 months, the life of a map that has not yet previously 
expired by July 15, 2008, but would expire before January 1, 2011. Approval of this 
request would provide for an extension totaling two years, rather than one. 
 
No further comments are made. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY KENDRICK, to Grant the extension 
of time. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 
Sunshine Horton speaks about the recent passing of two friends, and indicates she 
will be making a “kick-the-bucket list” of things to do in her lifetime. She encourages 
the public to attend her dance-a-thon, taking place in August, to raise funds for 
Children’s Hospital. 
 
Jillian Hanson-Cox gives an update on plans for the Mother Goose Parade.   
 
 
 
2. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
2.1 REQUESTS FOR USE OF “CITY DAYS” AT THE EAST COUNTY 

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (ECPAC)  (Report:  Director of Recreation) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council consider the requests from Air Group 
One and the East County Youth Symphony for the use of “City days” at ECPAC. 
 

DISCUSSION 
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ITEM 2.1 (Continued) 
 
 
Allan Riker, representing Air Group One, acknowledges the passing of Commissioner 
Tom Black, and speaks in support of their request for a one-day use of ECPAC. 
 
Olga Reztsova, representing the East County Youth Symphony, speaks in support of 
their request to have a one or two-day use of the City’s days at ECPAC. 
 
 
Mayor Lewis suggests that Air Group One schedule their event at an airplane hangar, 
so that classic cars can be displayed and to provide an adequate area for dancing. 
 
Bob Constantine speaks about a previous, well-attended performance of the Glenn 
Miller Orchestra at ECPAC.  He states that the target audience will be coming to listen 
to the music, rather than to dance. 
 
Discussion ensues among Council and Staff concerning: 
• Setting a precedence for use of City days by non-profit organizations; 
• The option of charging for “direct expenses”; 
• The possibility of scheduling two events on one day; 
• The need to establish guidelines for City-use days. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to refer to the City 
Manager’s staff to work out a schedule for a one-day, weekday use, 
prior to the end of 2008, for the East County Youth Symphony, and to 
coordinate a half-day use for Air Group One on the same day as the 
Youth Symphony concert. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
 
3.1 RESOLUTION - PROPOSED STREET NAME CHANGE – WEST LEG 

JULIAN AVENUE  (Report:  Director of Community Development) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council  

• Open the Public Hearing and receive testimony; 
• Close the Public Hearing; 
• Move to adopt the next RESOLUTION in order changing the name of the 

west leg of Julian Avenue to Civic Center Way. 
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ITEM 3.1 (Continued) 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The Public Hearing is now Open. 
 
No one comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to Close the Public Hearing. 
 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to Adopt RESOLUTION 
NO. 82-08, changing the name of the west leg of Julian Avenue to 
Civic Center Way. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
3.2 REQUEST FOR THIRD AND FINAL ONE-YEAR TIME EXTENSION OF 

TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP (TSM) 541 – 508 North Third Street, 
Engineering Job No. 2910  (Report:  Director of Public Works) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council   

• Open the Public Hearing and receive testimony; 
• Close the Public Hearing; 
• Grant a third and final one-year time extension for TSM 541 and set the 

new expiration date to be July 13, 2009, after the Public Hearing required by 
Municipal Code Section 16.12.110B. 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
In response to questions by Mayor Lewis, City Attorney Foley indicates that 
this map technically expired before the law went into effect, and that Council 
would need to grant the extension before SB 1185 can go into effect. 
 
The Public Hearing is now Open. 
 
Chris Christensen speaks in support of the request.   
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to Close the Public Hearing. 
 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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ITEM 3.2  (Continued) 
 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to Grant a third and 
final one-year time extension for TSM 541, according to the 
recommendation by Staff. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 

Recess called at 4:02 p.m. 
Meeting called back to order at 4:07: p.m. 

 
 
4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:  
 
 
4.1 CURRENT BUDGET CONDITIONS AND PROPOSAL OF ONE-HALF CENT 

SALES TAX MEASURE  (Report:  City Manager) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council consider the information presented 
regarding the current budget conditions and proposal of a one-half cent sales tax 
measure and direct staff accordingly.  
 

DISCUSSION 
 
City Manager Henry addresses the City’s financial crisis and discusses the following: 
• The decreased number of employees on staff and changes made to 

consolidate employee positions; 
• Maintenance deferrals;  
• Loss of $31 million in revenues to the State of California; 
• The need to create a revenue source; 
• The need to preserve essential services for the public; 
• Possible lay-off of employees, contracting out certain positions, and leaving 

other positions unfilled. 
 

Discussion ensues among Council and Staff concerning sales tax measures being 
considered by neighboring cities. 
 
Nelson Rath expresses his opinion on the 20-year term for the proposed sales tax 
measure.  
 
Ron Pennock speaks in opposition to the Item, and states that the City needs to 
attract more businesses to the area. 
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ITEM 4.1 (Continued) 
 
Councilmember Ramos comments on the remarks by Mr. Pennock. 
 
Councilmember McClellan states that the vote of the people will decide whether or 
not the measure passes. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to Approve Item 4.1 and to 
direct staff accordingly. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
4.2 BALLOT MEASURE (PROPOSITION) ELECTION – November 4, 2008  

(Report:  City Clerk) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  If the City Council determines to have a Proposition on the 
ballot for the November 4, 2008, Election, the following actions are required: 

• RESOLUTION – Calling and Giving Notice of the Holding of an Election on 
November 4, 2008, to submit a Ballot Measure (Proposition) to the Voters.  
(Language of the Proposition is included in the body of the Resolution.)  

• RESOLUTION – Directing the City Attorney to prepare an Impartial Analysis 
of 500 words or less for the Proposition.    

• The City Council may authorize the City Council, or member/members of the 
City Council to write arguments in connection with the Proposition. 

• The City Council may determine whether or not rebuttal arguments will be 
accepted for the Proposition.  

 
DISCUSSION 

 
City Attorney Foley provides clarification on the actions for consideration by Council. 
He advises that a revised attachment to the draft resolution has been distributed, 
which states that a simple majority vote is required, rather than a two-thirds vote, as 
the measure is for a general tax, and not a special tax. 
 
No one else comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to Adopt RESOLUTION 
NO. 83-08, Calling and Giving Notice of the Holding of an Election on 
November 4, 2008, to submit a Ballot Measure (Proposition) to the 
Voters. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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ITEM 4.2 (Continued) 
 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to Adopt RESOLUTION 
NO. 84-08, directing the City Attorney to prepare an Impartial 
Analysis of 500 words or less for the Proposition. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
4.3 RESOLUTION – NO PARKING ZONE – 807 SOUTH MOLLISON AVENUE  

(Report:  Director of Public Works) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council adopt the next RESOLUTION in order 
and establish the following No Parking Zone: 

 
Along the easterly curbline of Mollison Avenue, beginning at a point 247 feet 
north of the north curbline of Merritt Drive, thence northerly a distance of 33 
feet. 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Howard Rector and Sharmista Mitra-Kelly spoke in support of the Item. 
 
No one else comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY RAMOS, to Approve Item 4.3.  
 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 
5. COMMISSION REPORTS:  None 
 
 
6. ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF MAYOR LEWIS 
 
SANDAG (San Diego Association of Governments); SANDAG (Public Safety 
Committee); METRO Commission (Metropolitan Sewerage System) and METRO 
Wastewater JPA; MTS (Metropolitan Transit System Board) – Alternate; LAFCO 
(Local Agency Formation Commission - Alternate. 
 
6.1 SANDAG Board of Directors Policy Agenda – July 11, 2008 
  
6.2 Metro Wastewater JPA News Brief – July 2008 
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
7. 

MAYOR PRO-TEM JILLIAN HANSON-COX 
SANDAG (San Diego Association of Governments) (Alternate); MTS (Metropolitan 
Transit System Board); East County Economic Development Council; League of 
California Cities, San Diego Division; East San Diego County Gang Task Force. 
 
7.1 Council Activities Report – Verbal Report 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Jillian Hanson-Cox gives a verbal report of her Council activities for 
the period. 
 
  
8.  

 
COUNCILMEMBER BOB McCLELLAN: 

Council Advisory Meeting Schedule, Harry Griffen Park Joint Steering Committee; 
Heartland Communications JPA – Alternate; LAFCO (Local Agency Formation 
Commission - Advisory Committee). 
 
8.1 Council Activities Report 
 
Report as stated.  
 
 
9.  

COUNCILMEMBER GARY KENDRICK  
Heartland Communications JPA; Heartland Fire Training JPA.  
 
9.1 Council Activities Report  
 
Report as stated. 
 
 
10. 

COUNCILMEMBER DICK RAMOS 
Heartland Fire Training JPA (Alternate); Legislative Report. 
 
10.1 No Report 
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11. LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
11.1 League of California Cities Legislative Bulletin - Priority Focus - dated 

July 3 and 11, 2008 
 
Councilmember Ramos recommends that Council oppose AB 2716, which would 
allow for paid sick leave for employees working a minimum of seven days per year. 
 

MOTION BY RAMOS, SECOND BY McClellan, to send a letter of 
opposition to AB 2716. 
 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 

 
12. GENERAL INFORMATION ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: None 
 
 
13. ORDINANCES:  FIRST READING - None     
 
 
14. ORDINANCES:  SECOND READING AND ADOPTION - None 
 
 
15.  CLOSED SESSION 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council/Redevelopment Agency adjourn to 
Closed Session as follows: 
 
15.1 

• CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION -
Pursuant to subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9: 

 
 Name of Case: Tolbert/Vella, et al. v. City of El Cajon, et al. 
    Case No. GIE 028951 [Consolidated with 
    Case No. GIE 037309-1] 
 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to Adjourn to Closed 
Session at 4:38 p.m. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.  
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16. RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION AT 4:53 P.M.  
 
 
City Attorney Foley reports that Council gave direction to the City’s Legal Council 
and no action was taken. 

 
 

Adjournment:  Mayor Lewis adjourned the Adjourned Regular Joint Meeting of 
the City Council/ Redevelopment Agency held this 22nd day of July 2008, at 
4:54 p.m. to Tuesday, August 12, 2008, at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
 KATHIE J. RUTLEDGE, CMC 
 City Clerk/Secretary 


