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MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
February 3, 2026

The meeting of the El Cajon Planning Commission was called to order at 7:01 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Anthony SOTTILE (Chair)
Shannon EDISON (Vice Chair)
Paul CIRCO
Darrin MROZ
Rebecca POLLACK-RUDE

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: NONE

STAFF PRESENT: Noah ALVEY, Deputy Director of Development Services
Mario SANCHEZ, Deputy Director of Development Services
Spencer HAYES-FLORES, Associate Planner
Dimitri DAVIS, City Attorney
Laura JUSZAK, Administrative Secretary

Chair SOTTILE opened the Planning Commission meeting explaining the rules of conduct.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

There was no public comment.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Agenda Item: 1
Planning Commission minutes of January 20, 2026

Motion was made by CIRCO, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to approve the January 20, 2026
minutes; motion carried 5-0.




PUBLIC HEARING ITEM:

Agenda Item: 2
Project Name: Anaconda Auto Sales & Repair
Request: Auto sales and full-service auto repair
CEQA Recommendation: Exempt
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE
Project Number: Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) No. 2025-0001
Location: 1163 Broadway; APNs 484-182-09-00 & 484-182-37-00
Applicant: Anaconda Auto Sales; Munir Amiri; 619-626-4743
Project Planner: Spencer Hayes-Flores; 619-441-1656; shayes@elcajon.gov
City Council Hearing Required? | No \
Recommended Actions: 1. Conduct the public hearing; and
2. MOVE to adopt the next resolutions in order,
approving the CEQA exemption and CUP No. 2025-
0001, subject to conditions.

HAYES-FLORES summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.
COMMISSIONERS asked questions with HAYES-FLORES providing answers.
SOTTILE opened the public hearing.

Neighboring property owner Holly ROBLES spoke regarding noise and odors from the subject
property.

Neighboring property owner Patrick SHEA spoke regarding noise and odors from the subject
property.

Property owner’s representative Joshua MEDEIROS spoke regarding the property.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by MROZ, to CLOSE the public hearing; motion carried
5-0.

COMMISSIONERS discussed the item.

Motion was made by POLLACK-RUDE, seconded by CIRCO, to adopt the next resolution in order
approving the CEQA exemption and Conditional Use Permit No. 2025-0001; motion carried 5-0.




Agenda Item: 3
Project Name: Appeal of Director’s Decision
Request: Allow a temporary tent for more than 6 months
CEQA Recommendation: Not applicable
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: DENY
Project Number: Appeal of a Director’s Decision
Location: 1324 E. Main St.
Applicant: Bakhtar Aminzay,
Project Planner: Noah Alvey, 619.441.1795, nalvey@elcajon.gov
City Council Hearing Required? | No 1
Recommended Actions: 1. Conduct the public hearing; and
2. MOVE to adopt the next resolution in order DENYING
the appeal of the Director’s Decision.

ALVEY summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.

COMMISSIONERS asked questions with ALVEY providing answers.

SOTTILE opened the public hearing.

Project representative Mohammad Asif KOHISTANI spoke in support of the appeal.

Project representative Mohammad RAHIMI spoke in support of the appeal.

Community representative Mufti NAWABI spoke in support of the appeal.

Neighboring property owner Al PAULUS spoke regarding noise issues at the subject property.
Project representative Bakhtar AMINZAY spoke in support of the appeal.

Heartland Fire Marshall Kenneth KING spoke regarding the subject property with
COMMISSIONERS asking questions.

KOHISTANI provided more information.
PAULUS provided more information.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by EDISON, to CLOSE the public hearing; motion carried
5-0.

COMMISSIONERS discussed the item.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by MROZ, to adopt the next resolution in order denying
the appeal of the Director’s Decision related to Temporary Use Permit No. 2025-0024; motion
carried 5-0.



OTHER ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:

Motion was made by MROZ, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to elect CIRCO to Planning Commission
Chair; motion carried 5-0.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by CIRCO, to elect MROZ to Planning Commission Vice
Chair; motion carried 5-0.

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS: None

COMMISSIONER REPORTS/COMMENTS: CIRCO asked questions about status of 1034 N.
Magnolia Ave, with ALVEY providing answers.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion was made by CIRCO, seconded by SOTTILE, to adjourn the meeting of the El Cajon
Planning Commission at 8:40 p.m. this 3" day of February, 2026, until 7:00 p.m., Tuesday,

February 17, 2026; motion carried 5-0.

Paul CIRCO, Chair
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