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MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
October 7, 2025

The meeting of the El Cajon Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE.
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Anthony SOTTILE (Chair)
Shannon EDISON (Vice Chair)
Paul CIRCO
Rebecca POLLACK-RUDE
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Darrin MROZ
STAFF PRESENT: Noah ALVEY, Deputy Director of Community Development
Morgan FOLEY, City Attorney
Laura JUSZAK, Administrative Secretary

Chair SOTTILE opened the Planning Commission meeting explaining the rules of conduct.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

There was no public comment.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Agenda Item: 1
Planning Commission minutes of September 16, 2025

Motion was made by CIRCO, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to approve the September 16, 2025
minutes; motion carried 4-0, with MROZ absent.




PUBLIC HEARING ITEM:

Agenda ltem: 2
Project Name: Tobacco Display Area and Economic Limitation Condition
Request: Consider increasing tobacco and related products display

area and provide a relocation opportunity for existing
smoke shops

CEQA Recommendation: Exempt

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: RECOMMEND CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL

Project Number(s): Zoning Code Amendment No. 2025-0002

Location: City Wide

Applicant: City of El Cajon

Project Planner: Anthony Shute, 619-441-1742; tshute@elcajon.gov
City Council Hearing Required? | Yes ] October 28, 2025

Recommended Actions: 1. Conduct public hearing; and

2. MOVE to adopt the next resolution in order
recommending City Council approval of proposed

Zoning Code amendments.

ALVEY summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.
COMMISSIONERS asked questions with ALVEY providing answers.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to open the public hearing; motion

carried 4-0, with MROZ absent.
Vince KATTOULA spoke in support of increasing allowed tobacco display area.
Business owner Antonio KERYAKOS spoke in support of increasing allowed tobacco display area.

Rebecca BRANSTETTER of CASA spoke against increasing allowed tobacco display area and
neutrally regarding allowing existing smoke shops to move.

Donna COLBERT of CASA spoke against increasing allowed tobacco display area and neutrally
regarding allowing existing smoke shops to move.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by EDISON, to close the public hearing; motion carried
4-0, with MROZ absent.

COMMISSIONERS discussed the item.

Motion was made by CIRCO, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to adopt the next resolution in order
recommending City Council approval of Zoning Code Amendment No. 2025-0002, increasing the
permitted display area to 32 cubic feet, and allowing smoke shops to relocate further from
sensitive uses, subject to conditions; motion carried 3-1, with SOTTILE voting NO, and MROZ
absent.




Agenda ltem:

3

Project Name:

Zoning Code & Specific Plan No. 182 Amendments for
Window Transparency

Request:

Amendments to the Zoning Code & Specific Plan No. 182

CEQA Recommendation:

Exempt

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

RECOMMEND CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL

Project Number:

Zoning Code Amendment No. ZCA-2025-0003

Location:

Citywide & Specific Plan No. 182

Applicant:

City of El Cajon

Project Manager(s):

Noah Alvey; nalvey@elcajon.gov; 619-441-1795

City Council Hearing Required?

Yes | TBD

Recommended Actions:

1. Conduct public hearing; and
2. MOVE to adopt the next resolution in order

recommending City Council approval of proposed
Zoning Code and Specific Plan No. 182 amendments.

ALVEY summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.

COMMISSIONERS asked questions with ALVEY providing answers.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to open the public hearing; motion

carried 4-0, with MROZ absent.

There were no public speakers for this item.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to close the public hearing; motion

carried 4-0, with MROZ absent.

COMMIISSIONERS discussed the item.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by CIRCO, to adopt the next resolutions in order

recommending City Council approval of Zoning Code Amendment No. 2025-0003, subject to
conditions; motion carried 4-0, with MROZ absent.




OTHER ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: None

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS: ALVEY invited COMMISSIONERS to attend the City Council meeting
on Tuesday, October 14, for the proclamation of National Planning Month.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS/COMMENTS: CIRCO asked about the status of the crematorium
with ALVEY providing information.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to adjourn the meeting of the
El Cajon Planning Commission at 8:07 p.m. this 7t" day of October, 2025, until 7:00 p.m., Tuesday,
October 21, 2025; motion carried 4-0, with MROZ absent.

Co bty

Anthony SOTTILE, Chair i

ATTEST:

Noah ALVEY, Secret



