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MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
April 1, 2025

The meeting of the El Cajon Planning Commission was called to order at 7:01 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Anthony SOTTILE (Chair)
Shannon EDISON (Vice Chair)
Paul CIRCO
Darrin MROZ
Rebecca POLLACK-RUDE

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: NONE
STAFF PRESENT: Noah ALVEY, Deputy Director, Community Development
Barbara LUCK, City Attorney
Maiza MAZZINI, Junior Planner
Spencer HAYES-FLORES, Associate Planner
Laura JUSZAK, Administrative Secretary

Chair SOTTILE opened the Planning Commission meeting explaining the rules of conduct.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

There was no public comment.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Agenda Item: 1
Planning Commission minutes of February 4, 2025

Motion was made by CIRCO, seconded by MROZ, to approve the February 4, 2025 minutes;
motion carried 5-0.




PUBLIC HEARING ITEM:

Agenda Item:

2

Project Name:

Palms Residence Single Room Occupancy (SRO)

Request: Extend approval period for one year
CEQA Recommendation: Exempt
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE

Project Number(s):

Extension of Time (EOT) No. 2025-0003
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 2022-0014

Location:

1349 East Main Street

Applicant:

Encinitas Design Group, Todd Kuhlman,
encinitasdesigngroup.com; 760-704-811

Project Planner:

Maisa Mazzini; MMazzini@EICajon.gov; 619-441-1721

City Council Hearing Required?

No‘

Recommended Actions:

MOVE to adopt the next resolution in order approving the
time extension for CUP No. 2022-0014

HAYES-FLORES summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.

COMMISSIONERS asked questions with HAYES-FLORES providing answers.

Motion was made by CIRCO, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to adopt the next resolution in order

approving the extension of time, subject to conditions; motion carried 5-0.

Agenda ltem:

3

Project Name:

Volunteers in Medicine (VIM)

Request: Non-profit Medical Clinic

CEQA Recommendation: Exempt

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE

Project Number(s): Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 2025-0003
Location: 772 South Johnson Avenue; APN 492-012-50-00
Applicant: Volunteers in Medicine; Sonya Caruso; scaruso@vim-

sandiego.org; 619-440-4591

Project Planner:

Spencer Hayes-Flores; shayes@elcajon.gov; 619-441-1656

City Council Hearing Required?

No

Recommended Actions:

1. Conduct the public hearing; and

2. MOVE to adopt the next resolutions in order approving
the proposed CEQA exemption and CUP NO. 2025-
0003, subject to conditions.

HAYES-FLORES summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.




COMMIISSIONERS asked questions with HAYES-FLORES providing answers.
SOTTILE opened the public hearing
Project applicant Eric NASLUND spoke in support of the project.

Motion was made by CIRCO, seconded by EDISON, to close the public hearing; motion carried 5-
0.

Motion was made by MROZ, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to adopt the next resolutions in order
approving the CEQA determination and Conditional Use Permit No. 2024-0003, subject to
conditions; motion carried 5-0.

Agenda Item: 4
Project Name: The Palms Restaurant and Banquet Hall
Request: Consider revocation of Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No.
2115
CEQA Recommendation: Exempt
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Revoke CUP No. 2115, if the business is not operating in
accordance with required conditions of approval
Location: 143 East Main St.
Applicant: David Malikyar, 619-249-1022
Project Planner: Noah Alvey; 619-441-1795; nalvey@elcajon.gov
Recommended Actions: 1. Conduct the public hearing;
2. Adopt the next resolution in order revoking CUP No. 2115
or continue the public hearing and provide direction to
staff.

ALVEY summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.
COMMISSIONERS asked questions with ALVEY providing answers.
SOTTILE opened the public hearing

Vince KATTOULA spoke in opposition to revocation.

Remon MANSOUR spoke in opposition to revocation.

Jeff MANSOUR spoke in opposition to revocation.

Downtown El Cajon Business Partners representative Cathy Zeman spoke in support of
revocation.

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by MROZ, to close the public hearing; motion carried 5-
0.

COMMIISSIONERS discussed the project.



SOTTILE re-opened the public hearing.
Vince KATTOULA spoke with COMMISSIONERS regarding amending CUP No. 2115.

Motion was made by MROZ, seconded by CIRCO, to close the public hearing; motion carried 5-0.

Motion was made by MROZ, seconded by SOTTILE, to continue the item for approximately 90
days, and directed the applicant to work with staff to amend Conditional Use Permit No. 2115;
motion carried 5-0.

Agenda Item: 5

Project Name: Carroll’s Community Care
Request: Review of CUP No. 185 & 631
CEQA Recommendation: Not Subject to CEQA

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: | Direct staff to schedule a public hearing to initiate
amendments of CUP No. 118 and 631 or to consider
revocation if the use is being operated in a manner not
compatible with surrounding uses

Location: 523 Emerald Ave.

Project Planner: Noah Alvey; 619-441-1795; nalvey@elcajon.gov

ALVEY summarized the staff report through a PowerPoint presentation.
COMMIISSIONERS asked questions with ALVEY providing answers.

El Cajon Police Department Lieutenant Eric THORNTON spoke to COMMISSIONERS regarding the
property.

COMMISSIONERS asked questions with THORNTON and ALVEY providing answers.
Property and business owner Don MEYERS spoke regarding the property.
Property manager Bryan MEYERS spoke regarding the property.

State of California, Department of Social Services, Community Care Licensing Division
representative Icela ESTRADA spoke to COMMISSIONERS about the facility.

Jewish Family Services representative Mike PHILLIPS spoke to COMMISSIONERS about the
facility.

County of San Diego Behavioral Health Services representative Megan O’'DOWD spoke to
COMMISSIONERS about the facility.

Motion was made by MROZ, seconded by CIRCO, to direct staff to work with the property owner
and stakeholders at the State of California and the County of San Diego, to amend Conditional
Use Permit Nos. 185 & 631; motion carried 5-0.




OTHER ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:

There were no other items for consideration.

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS:

ALVEY informed COMMISSIONERS that the meeting scheduled for April 15, 2025, will take
place.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS/COMMENTS:

There were no commissioner reports or comments.

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion was made by SOTTILE, seconded by POLLACK-RUDE, to adjourn the meeting of the

El Cajon Planning Commission at 9:23 p.m. this 1% day of April, 2025, until 7:00 p.m., Tuesday,
April 15, 2025; motion carried 5-0.

ATTEST:

/gjﬁ,&\
Noah ALVEY, Secretarb




