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Page 2 of 8 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Adobe

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

P3a. Description: (Continued form Page 1)

On the north facade the porch roof is supported by rafters spaced between 21" and 25” on center. These beams vary
slightly in dimensions, but average 5 1/2" by 3 1/2". The rafters are supported by a beam measuring 5 1/2" by 7 1/4”".
The beam is 96" from the north wall. This beam is supported by four square wood posts measuring 5 1/2" on a side.
Three of the posts sit on a low wall, and the fourth, on the east end, sits on the ground. This wall forms the south side
of a planter that extends to the north. The patio roof varies between 10’ and 11'4” in width, and is cut out in one area to
go around a tree. There is a 1 3/4”-by-3/8" board on the interior top of the fascia board where it meets the roof boards.
There are sections of 5 7/8"-wide boards attached to the wall between the rafters that fill the spaces in between. Six
beam ends are visible on the north facade into the concrete plate. The tops of the beams are set approximately 3" below
the top of the plate. These beams measure 6” by 6” and tie the north and south walls together. The beams are visible
in the interior.

There is a door and one window in the north fagade. The door is 17'9” from the east corner. The door opening is 4’
wide and 8’ tall. The side jambs are 2 3/4” thick and 11 1/2” wide, and are probably single boards. The top jamb only
shows a thickness of 1 7/8”. The lintel is 72" long, 11 1/2" wide, and 2 7/8” thick. There is no casing. The door is a
solid, single-panel door decorated with two vertical rectangles created by 2"-wide molding. The rectangles measure 14
1/2” by 78 1/2". The door threshold is concrete. There is also a wood-framed screen door, with a 3 1/4” frame and five
openings. The single window is set 50" east of the juncture of the adobe wall and the addition wall. The opening is 35"
wide and 82" high, with wood jambs approximately 1 3/4” thick and 11" wide. The windows are double hung, 4 over 4,
with 3 3/8”"-wide wood sashes and narrow muntins, and without casings. The lintel is 3" thick and 57 1/2” long. The sill
is 2" thick with a slight taper to the front. Lintel and window jambs are almost flush with the wall. The wall does not
appear to be plastered, and the individual adobe block outlines are visible. A low bench is built into the wall across
almost the entire fagade. It is 15 1/2” high and 18 1/2” wide and is made of red brick with a flagstone top. This bench is
cut down at the door to form a step the height of a single brick with a flagstone top. The bench extends out at a right
angle at the east end of the fagcade to form one wall of a planter. The north wall extends approximately 21'6” into the
addition. The interior segment of the wall has been painted with a mural of a cliff dwelling. There is a single door in
this wall segment. The opening is 28" wide and 90 1/2” high and it is framed by 4"-wide wood molding. The door itself
is only 80" high, and the area above is filled with a flat board. This side of the door is a flat wood, set flush with the
wall, and the mural extends onto it. The bottom 5” of the wall appears to be concrete, probably the foundation.

The south fagade has been covered with a layer of plaster or concrete, about 1 1/2” thick, which makes the wall
surface relatively smooth. There are three windows set in the south fagcade. Two are tall and narrow, and have the
same opening dimensions as the window in the north wall (35” wide and 82" high). The windows themselves are the
same double hung, four over four, wood frame style. The jambs are partially covered by the plaster/concrete layer, the
edge of which is rounded. Some of the panes show rippling and have scattered bubbles. One of these windows is set
18'4” on center from the east corner, and another is set 43'10” from the east corner. The third window is set 51’ 10”
from the east corner. This window is of a different design, being much shorter and wider than the other windows. The
opening measures 53" by 100", with two 1 over 1, double hung wood sash windows separated by a 4"-wide wood
divider. There is a 1-1 1/2” wide wood jamb feathered into the wall. There is no casing. This window is also recessed
due to the plaster/concrete layer. The visible part of the lintel is approximately 2” thick and does not extend past the
edges of the window. The sash has also been partially covered. What is probably a section of the foundation is visible
for 31" along the eastern portion of this wall. Due to the slope of the ground, the visible foundation is 4” high at the east
end of the wall and 14" high at its west end, where it steps down to current ground level. The western 3’ of this wall
extend into the addition. What appears to be the original corner can be seen through a removed portion of the wood
paneling in the addition that covers the inside portion of the adobe wall.

The east facade has also been covered with a layer of plaster/concrete, obscuring the adobe blocks. The chimney is
set in this wall, slightly offset to the south of center. The exterior of the chimney appears to be made of, or faced with,
adobe. It is 86 1/2" wide and 38" deep at the base. The width of the chimney varies but it extends up approximately
45” with the same dimensions, and then begins to taper to approximately 55" wide. The dimensions vary somewhat
but stay approximately the same to the top. Extending up from the top is a rectangular sheet metal stack with a squat

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information
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pyramidal cover. There are concrete slabs varying in width between 24” and 36” poured around most of the base of
the wall and chimney for reinforcement.

Page 3 of 8 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Adobe

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

P3a. Description: (Continued from Page 2)

The interior of the adobe has been divided into two rooms, the eastern room 48'6” long and the western room 11’ 5.
The eastern room includes all the free-standing portion of the adobe and extends into the enclosed portion. The roof
rafters sit on the outside edge of the walls and there is a narrow shelf formed by the top of the wall. The ceiling is
made of sheets of a pressboard type material, set with the long side parallel to the side walls. The ceiling is not
peaked, the central 48" is flat. The end joints are covered by 1"-by-6" boards. Four of the five 6"-by-6" beams whose
ends are visible in the exterior wall run across the room just below the wall top. The beams are rough finished. The two
center beams have vertical posts running from their center to the ceiling. These posts are made of 6-by-7/8" boards,
and the center may or may not be hollow. The interior has not been plastered, and the adobe blocks are visible.

Windows and doors are finished on the interior the same as they are on the exterior, with no casings over the jambs.
The door on the north wall that opens into the addition is finished differently on this side. The door on this side is a
three-panel door, with the panels of equal size. The area above the door is filled with a wood panel. The jamb is 11”
wide. The casing is 6"-by-3/4" flat wood, which goes up to the lintel. There is no casing across the top of the door
opening.

The fireplace opening is 58” wide by 38" high. The interior is lined with red brick. There is no outer hearth or surround
of any kind. A wood mantle is set 24" above the top of the opening, braced by two S-shaped wrought iron braces. The
mantle measures 97” long, 8” wide, and 2 3/4” thick.

The wall between the two rooms is constructed of cinderblock up to the height of the adjacent adobe walls. The part of
the wall above the cinderblock is made of the same pressboard sheets as the ceiling.

As mentioned above the adobe and an early 1900s farmhouse, recorded separately as the El Granito Farmhouse,
have been incorporated into a much larger 1- and 2-story wood-and-cinderblock house. The farmhouse is at the north
end of the building, whose overall footprint is roughly an upside down T. The adobe forms the east arm of the T, and
the newer 2-story portion forms the western arm of the T. A single-story section connecting the farmhouse with the
arms was, according to the current residents, an open breezeway or walkway that was subsequently enclosed to form
the central portion of the house. The breezeway appears to be present in a 1953 air photograph (resolution and lack of
shadows makes recognition somewhat difficult) and is definitely present in a 1964 photograph. The two-story addition
is not present in a 1968 air photograph but is present in a 1980 photograph.
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Page 4 of 8 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Adobe

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

North facade of the adobe.

DPR 523L (1 Looking west at covered porch on north fagade of adobe showing uired information
construction elements.
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Page 5 of 8 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Adobe

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

..--/'
.Q.lél

Looking west at
east facade of
adobe

Chimney on east facade. Looking west along south fagade,

DPR 523L (1/95) showing eaves and cement foundation ~ ‘mation

section.
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Page 6 of 8 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito springs Adobe

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

Looking east along south facade
showing windows at west end.

West end of south facade showing
window arrangement and connection
point with addition.
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Page 7 of 8 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Adobe

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

e \ oy

Interior of adobe, main room, looking west.
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Page 8 of 8 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Adobe

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

Southern wall of the smaller west end room enclosed by addition.
outlines of adobe blocks are visible in the white wall.

r

Northern wall of the smaller west-end room enclosed by addition. Note jog in
wall indicating the closet location.
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NRHP Status Code
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date

Page 1 of 5 *Resource Name or #: El Granito Springs Ranch House

P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location: O Not for Publication [XUnrestricted *a. County: San Diego
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: El Cajon Date: 1975 Unsectioined portion of Rancho El Cajon ; S.B. B.M.; S.B. B.M.

c. Address: 300 Lorna Avenue, City: El Cajon Zip:
d. UTM: Zone: 11 ; mE/ mN (G.P.S.)
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation: app.510°'AMSL

Assessor’s parcel number 493-391-1000

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The architectural style of the house is most similar to Colonial Revival, with a basically symmetrical facade, paired
double hung front windows, and centrally placed bay, which was probably originally the front door. Colonial Revival
originaled in the 1880s and remained popular through the 1940s.
The wood frame house measures 48’ by 18’ 5”, with the long axis oriented east-west. The roof is moderately sloped
and cross gabled, but only the north-facing end has a true gable. The cross is offset approximately 10" to the west of
center. The east and west ends have hipped roofs. What was probably the south-facing gable has been incorporated
into the roof of the addition that connects this building to the west end of the adobe and the two-story addition. The roof
is currently covered with composition shingles. The open eaves on the north facade extend out 8”, and there are false
rafters spaced on an average of 28” on center. There is a 4 1/2"-wide fascia board on the gable eaves but none on the
two horizontal sections of roof. A 10 1/2”-wide rake board is set on the wall at the base of the roof boards that the
false eaves are attached to. The open eaves on the east facade extend out 5", and the 2"-by-4” rafters are spaced 32"
on center. There is no fascia board, but a modern metal gutter is attached to the eave ends.
The east and north facades are clad with horizontally laid flush wood siding 7” wide, either tongue and groove or
shiplap. The east facade has two windows symmetrically placed 52” from the corners. The openings are 33" wide by
85 1/4” high. Windows are double hung, 1 over 1, wood-framed, with a 5 3/8” casing on sides and top (see
continuation sheet).

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)

*P4. Resources Present: XIBuilding OStructure OObject OSite ODistrict OElement of District OOther (Isolates, etc.)
e | Pob.  Description of Photo: (View,

date, accession #) Looking

southwest at the ranch house,

showing the nort hand east

facades. May 2013

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources: XIHistoric

OPrehistoric OBoth
*P7. Owner and Address:

*P8. Recorded by: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K.
McLean

RECON Environmental.

1927 5th Ave., San Diego, CA

*P9. Date Recorded: May 2013
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Focused Recording survey of
adobe and wood-fram farm
house

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey

o i
ructures, and objects.)

P5a. Photo or DraWin (Photo equired for buildings, st

report and other sources, or enter "none.")

*Attachments: ONONE [XlLocation Map [OSketch Map [XIContinuation Sheet [OBuilding, Structure, and Object Record
OArchaeological Record ODistrict Record OLinear Feature Record OMilling Station Record [ORock Art Record
OArtifact Record OPhotograph Record [ Other (List):
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Page 2 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Ranch House
*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

*P3a. Description: (Continuation form page 1)

The sill is 1 3/4” thick and 46" long. The windows are flanked by false shutters measuring 15” wide by 85” tall. They
are constructed of two 7 3/8”"-wide-by-7/8"-thick boards with a slight gap between them, held together by three cross
boards 4” wide and 7/8” thick.

The north facade has two sets of paired windows and a bay, the bay set on center with the gable peak (offset
approximately 10" to the west). Each of the paired windows has the same measurements as the east facade windows.
They are divided by a 9"-wide central casing. These windows have false shutters of the same design as the east
facade windows. The bay measures 10’ 5” wide and projects 48 1/2” from the main facade. It has a flat-topped hipped
roof. The bay is clad in shingles 14” wide and of varying lengths. The single window is offset 4 1/2” to the east of
center. This may be due to the layout of the interior of the building; the bay part of the bathroom and the window
placement may be a result of the location of the shower stall on the west side of the room. The bay itself may have
originally been a front door entry. Originally there was an octagonal window above the bay roof, but it had been
removed. Since the window was still on the premises, measurements could be taken and the approximate location in
the facade determined for the drawing.

The west fagade has been completely faced with cinderblock in a style resembling adobe block. There is a false pillar
at each corner and one in the middle of the fagcade. The block facing fills the eave area so the roof overhang is only 2-
3". There are two symmetrically placed windows, which have been closed off by shutters nailed in place. These
windows are in the same relative locations as the windows in the east facade. The shutters are not the same as the
false shutters on the east and north facades, they are 18” wide and approximately 88" high.

The foundation is a cement perimeter wall type with three vents on the north facade and three on the west facade. Low
cinderblock walls for planters extend out from the corners of all three facades.

The interior of the house is divided into three rooms, a large room on the east and a similar one on the west, divided
by a north-south hallway and the bathroom. The bathroom is at the end of the hallway and is the width of the bay.
Between the two large rooms and the hallway are closets opening into the rooms. There is a small room in the attic,
oriented north-south, accessed by a staircase at what was the south end of the farmhouse.

As mentioned above, the ranch house and a 1940s adobe, recorded separately as the El Granito Adobe, have been
incorporated into a much larger 1- and 2-story wood-and-cinderblock house. The ranch house is at the north end of
the building, whose overall footprint is roughly an upside down T. The adobe forms the east arm of the T, and the
newer 2-story portion forms the western arm of the T. A single-story section connecting the ranch house with the arms
was, according to the current residents, a covered breezeway or walkway that was subsequently enclosed to form the
central portion of the house. The breezeway appears to be present in a 1953 air photograph (resolution and lack of
shadows makes recognition somewhat difficult) and is definitely present in a 1964 photograph. The two-story addition
is not present in a 1968 air photograph but is present in a 1980 photograph.
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Page 30of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Ranch House
*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 XIContinuation O Update

East facade of house, showing symmetrically placed windows, hipped roof, and
connection to main structure.

North facade of house showing symmetrical layout, difference in cladding, and patch
where octagonal window was removed from above the bay.
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Page 4 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Ranch House

*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean *Date: June 2013 [OContinuation[] Update

Detail of north fagade windows

View of bay on north facade. Detail of north fagade eaves showing false rafters.
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Page 50f 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) El Granito Springs Ranch House
*Recorded by: H. Price, C. Zepeda-Herman, K. McLean*Date: June 2013 XIContinuation [0 Update

Two views of the west facade of the house showing cinderblock facing and windows boarded shut. Right-hand
photograph shows connection to enclosed breezeway/patio, which has also been faced with cinderblock.

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information
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PHOTOGRAPH 1
North Facade of the Adobe

¥

PHOTOGRAPH 2
Looking West at Covered Porch on North
Facade of Adobe Showing Construction Elements
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PHOTOGRAPH3
Looking West at East Facade of Adobe
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PHOTOGRAPH 4 PHOTOGRAPH 5
Chimney on East Fagade Looking West along South Fagade, Showing
Eaves and Cement Foundation Section
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PHOTOGRAPH 6 PHOTOGRAPH 7
Looking East along South Facade Looking West along South Facade, Showing
Showing Windows at West End Eaves and Cement Foundation Section
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PHOTOGRAPH 8
Interior of Adobe, Main Room, Looking East

\?"

PHOTOGRAPH 9
Interior of Adobe, Main Room, Looking West
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PHOTOGRAPH 10
Southern Wall of Smaller West End Room Enclosed by Addition,
Note Outlines of Adobe Blocks Visible in the White Walll

PHOTOGRAPH 11
Northern Wall of Smaller West End Room Enclosed by
Addition, Note Jog in Wall Indicating Closet Location
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PHOTOGRAPH 1
East Facade of House, Showing Symmetrically Placed
Windows, Hipped Roof, and Connection to Main Structure

fa i

PHOTOGRAPH 2
North Facade of House Showing Symmetrical
Layout, Difference in Cladding, and Patch Where

RE C ON Octagonal Window Was Removed from Above Bay
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Detail of North Facade Windows
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PHOTOGRAPH 4 PHOTOGRAPH 5
View of Bay on North Fagade Detail of North Facade Eaves
Showing False Rafters
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PHOTOGRAPH 6 PHOTOGRAPH 7
West Fagade of House Showing Cinderblock Connection to Enclosed Breezeway/patio
Facing and Windows Boarded Shut Faced with Cinderblock
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PHOTOGRAPH 1
West Facade of Barn

PHOTOGRAPH 2
East Facade of Barn Showing Stalls on
North and South Sides of Main Structure
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PHOTOGRAPH 3
Closed Rooms and Stalls on South Facade of Barn

PHOTOGRAPH 4
Stalls on North Facade
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PHOTOGRAPH 5 PHOTOGRAPH 6
Interior of Barn Looking East along Interior of Barn Looking East along
North Side of Main Passageway South Side of Main Passageway
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1300 Lorna

1300 Lorna Project

Summary of Findings

1. The existing adobe at 1300 Lorna was almost certainly built in 1941 by
James Streeter and Camille Blair

1.1. In a UCLA oral history, Streeter Blair describes purchasing El Granito
Springs Ranch circa 1940, moving and renovating an existing ranch house,
and building an adjoining, 60’x25’, adobe structure. Streeter and Camille
built the first three brick rows of the adobe, and then hired a skilled worker
to finish the rest of the building.

1.1.1. Elizabeth I. Dixon and Schippers, Donald J., comp, “Primitive Painter of
the West: Streeter Blair”, UCLA Oral History Program (Los Angeles:
University of California 1975), 431-447, accessed 06/02/13,
http://archive.org/stream/primitivepainter02blai/primitivepainter02b

lai_djvu.txt

1.2. In an El Cajon Valley News (ECVN) article, Camille describes moving and
renovating an existing ranch house, and building a 70-foot adobe to replace
an historic adobe that, according to neighbors, had been on the property at
one time but had been destroyed. She also describes moving a 200-pound
solid oak door from the ranch house to the adobe and installing pane
windows recycled from a wrecking yard.

1.2.1. “El Cajon Landmark Restored and Furnished With Antiques,” El Cajon
Valley News, April 10, 1941, 3.

1.3. The Lorna adobe does not appear in an exhaustive survey of historic adobes
of San Diego County conducted by Lewis Geddes between 1930-1937,
further suggesting a later construction date.

1.3.1. “The Louis Geddes Papers, 1930-1937,” MS 0129, Box 1, Folders 1 &2,
Mandeville Special Collections Library, UC San Diego. Photocopies
available at the San Diego History Center.

2. None of the many sources cited below mentions an adobe at El Granito Springs
Ranch, except the sources cited above relating to the Blairs.

3. The original construction date of the existing ranch house at Lorna is still
unclear, but predates the Blairs who renovated an existing ranch house
according to an original set of plans in 1941 before selling the property
intact to the Rolands in 1945

3.1. The ranch house may date back to somewhere between the late 1920’s and
late 1930’s. As of now, this a blank period in the research and it is possible
that some major demolition and construction took place, and that the Blairs



in fact renovated a home from this period. Articles from the 1910’s and
1920’s report renovations to existing structures but not the demolition of an
existing ranch house, as do earlier articles.
3.1.1. “El Granito Springs to be Improved,” El Cajon Valley News, October 26,
1912, 2.
3.1.2. “Extensive Improvements at El Granito,” El Cajon Valley News, January
21,1921, 1.

3.2. The ranch house may date back to 1892. An 1892 ECVN article reports that
John and May Day were building a ten bedroom house and planned on
demolishing the existing buildings which dated back to the 1886 Christian
period, although it is unclear whether the Days completed the planned ranch
house or demolished the buildings since they lost the property soon after.
The Blairs may have renovated the Day house.

3.2.1. El Cajon Valley News, September 17, 1892, 5.

3.3. The ranch house may date back to 1886. A 1912 ECVN article reports that
Richbourg was making renovations to one of the oldest and best-known
homes in the region, which was built in 188? (date unclear) for “hotel
purposes.” Richbourg may have been renovating the original Christian place
since it is not certain that the Days completed their construction or that it
was intended to serve as a hotel, which leaves open the possibility that the
Blairs renovated the original Christian ranch house. The planned Day ranch
house was also to feature three wings with a courtyard in the middle,
although such a similar structure could have been renovated at a later date
to resemble more closely the Blair renovation.

3.3.1. “El Granito Springs to be Improved,” El Cajon Valley News, October 26,
1912, 2.

4. If the existing adobe at Lorna were from the Mexican period any
historically significant connection to the Pedrorena family would be
doubtful

4.1. The US-Mexican Boundary Survey of 1849 passed through El Cajon Valley
and recorded the location of the Pedrorena ranch near the San Diego River
between present-day Santee and Lakeside.

4.1.1. "Report of Lieutenant Whipple's Expedition from San Diego to the
Colorado, September 11, 1849 to December 11, 1849," House of
Representatives Ex. Doc. No. 19, 31st Congress, 2nd Session, Washington
D.C. 1851, p. 2-5

4.1.2. Cave Johnson Couts, From San Diego to the Colorado in 1849: The
Journal and Maps of Cave J. Couts, ed. by William McPherson (Los
Angeles: Zamorano Club, 1932), 63-66.
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4.2. An 1840’s map of Rancho El Cajon, used in the Cajon Rancho US Land
Commission case, only shows dwellings in the north-central portion of El
Cajon Valley.

4.2.1. “Copia del disefio del Rancho llamado El Caxon,” US District Court.
California, Southern District. Land Case 114 SD, UC Berkeley (Bancroft
Library), accessed 06/01/13,
http://content.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/hb2b69n6z0/?order=3

4.3. The Pedrorenas, like many grant-holders from the Mexican Period, were
probably absentee owners, residing in Old Town.
4.3.1. William Heath Daveis, Sixty Years in California: A History of Life and
Events in California (San Francisco: A. ]. Leary Publisher, 1889), 366-
367.

4.4. Santiago Arguello testified to the US Land Commission that both Miguel and
Maria Antonia had occupied the Cajon Rancho from 1845 until their deaths,
but this is the only reference I have found that actually places them in the
valley.

4.4.1. Richard F. Pourade, The Silver Dons (San Diego: Union Tribune
Publishing Co, 1963), 86.

4.5. Jose Antonio Estudillo, fleeing the impact of the Mexican-American War,
occupied the Pedrorenas Cajon Rancho starting in 1847 and remained there
until at least 1849 when the US Boundary Survey passed through the area.

4.5.1. Iris Engstrand, California’s Cornerstone (Tulsa: Continental Press,
1981), 30.

4.5.2. "Report of Lieutenant Whipple's Expedition from San Diego to the
Colorado, September 11, 1849 to December 11, 1849," House of
Representatives Ex. Doc. No. 19, 31st Congress, 2nd Session, Washington
D.C. 1851, p. 2-5

4.6. Both Miguel and Maria Antonia Pedrorena died shortly after the original
1846 Rancho El Cajon land grant, in 1850 and 1851 respectively. Miguel
was engaged with US forces throughout much of the war.

4.6.1. William E Smythe, History of San Diego, 1542-1907: An Account of the
Rise and Progress of the Pioneer Settlement of the Pacific Coast of the
United States (San Diego: The History Company, 1907), 176-177.

4.7. The children of the Pedrorena’s, who became the heirs of Rancho El Cajon
upon Maria Antonia’s death, also appear to have been absentee owners,
occupying other ranchos across the county and throughout California.

4.7.1. William E Smythe, History of San Diego, 1542-1907: An Account of the
Rise and Progress of the Pioneer Settlement of the Pacific Coast of the
United States (San Diego: The History Company, 1907), 176-177.
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5. If the existing adobe at Lorna were from the Lankershim period, any
historically significant connection to Lankershim would be doubtful
5.1. Lankershim immediately granted 7,000 acres of the southern portion of

Rancho El Cajon to Major Levi Chase for his legal services in clearing

Lankershim’s deed and removing squatters.

5.1.1. Hazel Sperry, “The Story of Major Levi Chase and the Chase Ranch
‘Cajon Villa’ in El Cajon,” El Cajon Historical Society, 1968.

6. If the existing adobe at Lorna were from the period during which Chase
owned the southern portion of Rancho El Cajon, any historically significant
connection to Chase would be doubtful
6.1. The Chase ranch house of the Cajon Villa was located approximately one

mile northeast of Lorna Ave near the corner of present-day Anza St and
Chase Avenue.

6.1.1. G Carroll Rice, “Major Levi Chase, El Cajon’s First Booster,” Heritage,
Vol. 33, Issue 2, April 2012, accessed 05/29/13,
http://elcajonhistory.org/newsletters/HistSocNewsletter_v33-
2_0401.pdf

6.1.2. Hazy Sperry, “The Story of Major Levi Chase and the Chase Ranch,
‘Cajon Villa’, in El Cajon, Manuscript, El Cajon Historical Society, 1968.

Chain of Title*
1. Dona Maria Antonia Estudillo de Pedrorena, September 23, 1845
Victoria, Ysabel, and Miguel Pedrorena, June 10, 1852 recorded June 16, 1872
Issac Lankershim and many others, September 3, 1868
Levi Chase, September 5, 1868
Partition of Rancho El Cajon, Tracts A, B, and C to Levi Chase, May 11, 1874
0.N. Sanford, August 29, 1876
Peter Charles Remondino, February 11, 1881
Christian Hulvie, June 2, 1882
Hans Hulvie, August 5, 1882
10 Alfred White, January 10, 1883
11. H. T. Christian and Myrtle M. Christian, April 9, 1886
12. Charles H Low and Florence K Low, February 1, 1892
13.John Day and May ] Day, June 8, 1892
14. William H Fisher, June 8, 1892 (by default)**
15. Eliza Bruen Fisher, December 7, 1915
16. Marion Fisher, August 14, 1936
17.James Streeter Blair and Camille Blair, September 18, 1940
18. Don Robert Roland and Grace E Roland, February 18, 1944
19. Robert D Roland and Olive Roland, October 9, 1970

O OND U WN

*The above information is from Donna Roland, “The History of Our Ranch: ‘El
Granito’,” Manuscript, El Cajon Historical Society, 1979. There is at least one major
gap in Roland’s Chain of Title in that there is no reference to the sell of the property
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by William Fisher to E. M. Richbourg in 1912 or any of the subsequent owners up
(see below) until the Blairs in 1940. I have yet to speak with Donna Roland about
the sources for her findings but have included them as an informal roadmap.

**From my research, it appears that Fisher sold in 1912 at which point the property
passed through numerous owners until the Blairs purchased it in 1940. It is
possible that the Fishers retained partial ownership and that cash exchanges were
not recorded in county deed books, if those are the sources of Donna’s research.

Chain of Title Bios (for those with identifiable information)

Dr. Peter C Remondino, circa 1881-1882

Remondino was one of San Diego’s most well-known and respected
physicians during the late nineteenth century, and served as the first president of
the San Diego Board of Health (1). Remondino actively promoted San Diego as an
ideal location for healing a variety of ailments, and was known to regularly
prescribe mineral water to his patients (1/2). In the late 1880’s, as part of a
Chamber of Commerce investigation, Remondino, along with other physicians,
“validated” the curative powers of “Isham’s Waters of Life,” which were bottled at
Bald-Headed Springs along the Sweetwater River (3).

[t is probable that Remondino purchased the Lorna ranch in 1881 due to the
existence of the mineral springs, perhaps with the intent of distributing bottled
mineral water. Throughout his career, it seems that Remondino regularly sought to
capitalize on his professional medical advice through side-ventures in real estate
investment, the hotel industry, and perhaps, commercial mineral water.

[ have found no references to Remondino’s activities at what became EI
Granito Springs Ranch.

Sources

1.) “Peter Charles Remondino Biography,” San Diego Historical Society, accessed
June 2, 2013, http: //www.sandiegohistory.org/bio/remondino/remondino.htm
and Peter, C Remondino, “Peter C Remondino Autobiography, 1846-1926,” San
Diego Historical Society, Dr. P. C. Remondino Papers, MS-4, accessed June 2, 2013,
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/bio/remondino/ch1.htm

2.) Richard F. Pourade, The History of San Diego, Vol. 4, The Glory Years, (San Diego:
The Union-Tribune Publishing Co), 200.

3.) Stephen Van Wormer, “Alfred H. Isham: A Gilded Age Entrepreneur in San Diego
County,” Historical Society of Southern California, 1984, 66, winter. Cited in Jeff
Smith, “Gilded Shams: The Fountain of Youth,” San Diego Reader, September 13,
2007, accessed 06/03/13,

http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2007 /sep/13/gilded-shams-fountain-
youth-part-two/?page=1&

H.T. Christian and Myrtle M Christian, circa 1886 -1892




No information on the Christians other than that they had owned the ranch prior to
the Days, and had possibly built a large ranch house to serve as a hotel.

Sources
El Cajon Valley News, September 17, 1892, 5.

John Day and May ] Day, circa 1892

John and May Day only owned the property for a short period but they may
have made a number of significant changes during that time. Most importantly, an
ECVN article states that the Days planned to demolish the existing buildings on the
property, some of “which were amongst the first put up in the valley,” and build a
large ranch house of ten rooms in its place. The “outbuildings” also were to be
remodeled.

The planned ranch house was to “occupy the three sides of a square,” with a
court in the middle, in the style of a Spanish ranch (1). Itis not clear whether
construction was completed or not, and if so, whether the final construction was
modeled upon the plan in the ECVN article. It is possible that the Blairs restored
and/or completed either original Christian ranch or the planned Day ranch as they
were working from the original plans of what Camille Blair describes as a grand old
house (see below). Apparently the Day’s defaulted on their mortgage shortly after,
at which point the property was appropriated by the bank and sold to William
Fisher (2).

There is no mention of an adobe in these sources.

Sources

1.) El Cajon Valley News, September 17,1892, 5.
2.) Donna Roland, “The History of Our Ranch: El Granito,” 1979. Special Collections,
El Cajon Historical Society.

William Hockman Fisher, circa 1892-1912

William Fisher took control of the ranch in 1892 and appears to have named,
or popularized the name, El Granito Springs Ranch (EGSR)(1). An El Cajon
Historical Society (ECHS) paper dates the founding of EGSR to 1909 (2), but there
are advertisements for El Granito Mineral Springs Co in the SD Union from 1907 (3).
A 1909 San Diego Union articles suggests that Fisher was attempting to establish a
resort on the ranch (1), but that does not appear to have come to fruition. In 1912,
however, an ECVN article states that EGSR was bought by an E. M. Richbourg who
was in the process of transforming the ranch into a health resort (4)(see below).

In addition to El Granito Springs Hotel, there are also separate
advertisements for both El Granito Springs Mineral Co (3) and El Granito Springs
Bottling Co (5) in the San Diego Union, suggesting either a name change or two
separate entities, the ranch/spring itself and a separate bottling company. The
mineral springs company had distribution offices and/or officers based in Coronado
and various downtown locations over a twenty year period (3). The bottling
company appears to have developed later, and is listed at 3094 Commercial Ave
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from approximately 1922 to1942, but it is unclear whether this was an office,
distribution center or bottling plant (5/6). A man named Wilfred B. Cole became
president and manager of El Granito Springs Bottling Co sometime between 1922
and 1925, and continued in that capacity until 1942 when the company appears to
have closed (6).

[t is interesting to note that the bottling company appears to have continued
operating after Fisher’s sell of the EGSR in 1912 and his death in 1915, as well as
after the Blair’s purchase of EGSR in September of 1940. It is possible that a bottling
company existed independently of any relation to EGSR, perhaps following Fisher’s
sell of the ranch in 1912. There are three pieces of evidence supporting this
conclusion: a 1920 notice in the ECVN that two men had been hired to work at the El
Granito Springs bottling company of Painter and Landgraf (7); an ECVN article from
1921 reporting Painter’s plans to turn EGSR into an amusement park (8) (more
below); and an SD Union advertisement from 1934 in which the El Granito Springs
Bottling Co at 3094 Commercial Ave appears to be a distributor of “Cortez Beer”(9).
It is possible that Painter either employed or later sold the bottling company to Cole.

The directory periodically lists EGSR in El Cajon up until 1925, but not
anyone from the Fisher family going back to the 1920 directory (6). The 1900 US
Census records the Fishers at 2067 Front St, and William'’s profession as “clothing
salesman” (10). The 1910 US Census records the Fishers at 1015 33rd St, and
William’s occupation as “mineral springs proprietor” (11). It is unclear then who
occupied the ranch from approximately 1900 to1912, when the hotel was
supposedly built. And similarly, from 1930, the last directory listing for EGSR, to
1940, when the Blairs purchased the ranch, but both the Blairs” accounts do suggest
that the ranch had largely been abandoned at the time of purchase (see below).

There is no mention of an adobe in these sources.

Sources
1.) “El Cajon Valley Pleasure Resort,” San Diego Union, January 9, 1909, 12.
2.) “Centennial Moments: Soda-Pop Business in El Cajon,” elcajon100.com, accessed
05/29/13, http://www.ci.el-
cajon.ca.us/centennial /NewStories/E1%20Granito%20Spring%?20Ranch.pdf
3.) Advertisement, San Diego Union, August 2, 1907, 7.
4.) “El Granito Springs to be Improved,” El Cajon Valley News, October 26, 1912, 2.
5.) Advertisement, San Diego Union, June 11, 1922, 12.
6.) San Diego Directory Company, San Diego City and County Directory, 1921-1945.
7.) Notice, El Cajon Valley News, March 3, 1920, 3.
8.) “Extensive Improvements at El Granito,” EI Cajon Valley News, January 21, 1921,
1.
9.) Advertisement, San Diego Union, November 10, 1934, 7.
10.) US Census 1900, San Diego Ward 2, San Diego,
California; Roll: 99; Page: 9B; Enumeration District: 0191; FHL
microfilm: 1240099.
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11.) US Census 1910, San Diego Ward 4, San Diego,
California; Roll: T624_94; Page: 1B; Enumeration District: 0151; FHL
microfilm: 1374107.

Edward Richbourg (burg), circa 1912-1914
The 1912 ECVN article referred to above states that Richbourg was renovating an
original thirteen-room house that was built in 18?? (1886 by the Christians?) for
“hotel purposes”. The house was apparently “one of the oldest and best known
places in the region”. The article also describes “huge pepper trees” in the yard to
the “west of the house,” one of which was so large that a branch was removed to
build the original house (1). Given the location of the ranch house today, it is
possible that the Blairs moved the house from a more easterly location to its present
position immediately next to the large pepper tree (see below). A 1914 ECVN article
reports that the Richbourgs and El Granito Hotel Company lost a case in the
Supreme Court for failure to repay a $1,000 check (2). Another ECVN article from
later that year reports that Mrs. Richbourg was sentenced to two years prison for
writing over forty bad checks, and that she and her husband had lost control of the
El Granito Springs Hotel (3).

There is no mention of an adobe in these sources.

Sources

1.) “El Granito Springs to be Improved,” El Cajon Valley News, October 26, 1912, 2.
2.) “Richebourgs Lose Case,” El Cajon Valley News, January 24, 1914.

3.) “Mrs. Richburg Gets Two Years,” El Cajon Valley News, June 13, 1914

The El Granito Colony, circa 1914-1920
This is a complex period in the history of EGSR, one that will require additional
research to clarify fully. The information I have found is from a 1915 ECVN news
article titled the “El Granito Colony”. Apparently during this period there was a
rapid succession of owners of EGSR, many of whom boarded additional occupants.
At the same time, it appears that a Mr. Goldsberry had “the contract for handling the
mineral water,” and that he and his family lived at the spring and bottling houses.
This fact may also suggest that the mineral springs and/or bottling company was a
separate entity from the EGSR, perhaps under some kind of royalty or lease
arrangement. This is also the first reference to bottling houses on the actual
property at EGSR. Research into commerce sources may clarify the arrangement.

Later, in 1916, an ECVN notice states that “one of the buildings at El Granito
Springs was sold this week and the purchaser moved it to La Jolla” (2). As previous
ECVN articles cite multiple structures at EGSR, it is doubtful that the building moved
was the main ranch house of ten plus rooms, although this is a possibility.

There is no mention of an adobe in these sources.

Sources
1.) “The El Granito Colony,” El Cajon Valley News, November 6, 1915, 2.
2.) Notice, El Cajon Valley News, July 8, 1916, 2.
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Painter, circa 1920

Painter appears to have acquired the property around 1920, although he may
have been operating a bottling company at EGSR prior to then (1). A 1921 ECVN
article reports that Painter had begun extensive renovations to the property in
order to transform it into an “amusement park,” but the description is more akin to
what we would consider a vacation resort today. Among the renovations underway
was the terracing of the back lot, still visible today, the installation of guest cabins,
and the addition of a 60’x120" maple dance floor, which was claimed to be the
largest in the country once completed.

At the same time, a bottling company housed at EGSR and managed by
Painter - itis not totally clear that the bottling company was actually El Granito
Springs Bottling Co from the article* - was apparently thriving, with demand
outstripping its present output of 9,600 bottles a day. To meet the growing demand,
Painter was planning a branch in El Centro and installing new machinery that would
increase production to 36,000 bottles per day (2).

There is no mention of an adobe in these sources.

*These are the first and last sources I have found for Painter. Doubtless there are
more out there, if further research is necessary.

Sources

1.) Notice, EIl Cajon Valley News, March 3, 1920, 3.
2.) “Extensive Improvements at El Granito,” El Cajon Valley News, January 21,

James “Streeter” Blair and Camille Blair, 09/18/1940 - 02/18/1944

Streeter and Camille Blair moved to EGSR from a large ranch in Lakeside
called “No Se Venta”. They made significant transformations to both the structures
and landscape of the EGSR. When they purchased the ranch in 1940, the existing
ranch house was in disrepair, sunk in over a foot of mud, and, according to Streeter,
occupied by a family of “Oakies” and chickens (1).

A 1941 article in the ECVN states that the Blairs had the existing ranch house
moved to a new foundation, renovated the house using its original architectural
plans (perhaps plans from either the Day or Christian home), and filled it with
antiques from their antique business. Following renovation of the house, the Blairs
built an adjoining adobe structure to replace an original adobe that had disappeared
with time but was remembered by older neighbors. The adobe was used to store
merchandise from the Blair antique business (2).

In an oral history conducted by UCLA in 1965, Blair provides a detailed
account of building the adobe, including its dimensions and orientation (1), while
the ECVN article describes the materials used in the windows, doors, and fireplace
of the adobe (2). What follows is an excerpt for the Streeter Blair oral history:

Oh, by the way, first we built the adobe room. It runs out to the east
from the end of the house, and it's twenty-five by sixty feet. So we
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find out we can buy adobe brick from Mexico. We have them hauled
up very cheap. You'd be surprised. They'd make them down there
and bring them up. We figure how many bricks will do a room
twenty-five feet wide with a big fireplace in the end — brick-lined
adobe, of course — and sixty feet long. They deliver the brick. So
Camille and I decide we will lay those adobe bricks our selves... We
got some fellow that knew, and right on that ranch, just above the
place of the mountain, here's an outbreak of the kind of clay they use
to make adobe brick. You just can't make it out of dirt. So we got
some pointers, and we mix it up, and it's fun; we don't have anything
else to do. We lay beautifully smooth, but [it took us] a long time,
three layers of bricks, sixty feet up, across the end, [and back]. (1)

While there may have been a Spanish or Mexican period adobe on the property at
one time, two sources place the construction date of the standing adobe at EGSR
somewhere around 1941.

Later in his life, and after moving from EGSR, Streeter Blair became a well-
known painter, whose “primitive” or “naive” art was sold for thousands of dollars,
displayed in New York avant-garde galleries, and purchased by Sears Roebuck and
Co for commercial distribution (3/4). Blair’s art is still available from various
auction houses, and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art currently houses a
collection. The following is an excerpt from the LACMA biography of Streeter Blair:

Although his paintings reflected the revival of interest in Americana
and naive art during the 1940s and 1950s, his work was highly
regarded among Southern California modernists. His charmingly
nostalgic images reveal Blair’s innate color sense and extraordinary
talent for design. He was given his first solo exhibition in 1951 at the
Carlbach Gallery in New York and thereafter had several exhibitions
on both coasts. Vincent Price bought out his entire 1964 exhibition at
the Ferus Gallery in Los Angeles, which was then circulated under the
auspices of Sears Roebuck and Co. (4)

Sources

1.)Elizabeth I. Dixon and Schippers, Donald J., comp, “Primitive Painter of the West:

Streeter Blair”, UCLA Oral History Program (Los Angeles: University of California

1975), 431-447, accessed 06/02/13,

http://archive.org/stream/primitivepainter02blai/primitivepainterO2blai_djvu.txt

2.) “El Cajon Landmark Restored and Furnished With Antiques,” EI Cajon Valley
News, April 10, 1941, 3.

3.) “Painting: Late Starter," Time, 93 (March 21, 1969): 80-83, accessed June 2, 2013,

http://www.time.com/time /magazine/article/0,9171,839920,00.html

4.) “Streeter Blair,” Los Angeles County Museum of Art, accessed June 1, 2013,

http://collections.lacma.org/node/168354
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Lorna Avenue Residential
Attachment 6

1985 Historic Preservation Inventory
Excerpts

IDENTIFICATION

1. COMMON NAME: Roland's E1 Granito Spring Ranch

2.  HISTORIC NAME: Rolands' El Granito Spring Ranch
3. ADDRESS: 1300 Lorna Avenue CITY: El Cajon
ZIP: 92020 COUNTY: San Diego 4, PARCEL #: 493-391-10
5. PRESENT OWNER: Not determined
ADDRESS: CITY:
ZIP: OWNERSHIP IS: PUBLIC: PRIVATE: X
6. PRESENT USE: Residence

ORIGINAL USE: Ranch/residence
DESCRIPTION
7TA. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Bungalow
7B, BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF
STRUCTURE AND DESCRIBE ANY MAJOR ALTERATIONS FROM ITS
ORIGINAL CONDITION.
Legal Description: Rancho El Cajon part, Tract A, por of sec 14-16-1W.

This large, sprawling ranch house has various sections ranging from a century old, one
story adobe part to a more recent 1-1/2 story frame section with a modern two-story
beige brick wing. The house is roughly "T" shaped with a low to medium cross gable
roof. The side of the "T" towards the driveway has an "L" shaped, open verandah with a
dropped shed roof. The frame section of the house features wide, horizontal wooden
siding, double hung windows and a decorative octagonal window.

CONST. DATE:
EST; 1892 FACT:

ARCHITECT:

unknown

BUILDER:

unknown

APPROX, PROP. SIZE (FT):
FRONT. DEPTH.

OR APPROX. ACREAGE
3.26 Ac

DATE OF PHOTO: 1984
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13. CONDITION: Excell X Good Fair Deteriorated
No longer in existence R

14. ALTERATIONS: numerous additions

15, SURROUNDINGS:

Open Land  Scattered Bldgs Densely built~up? X
Resid X Indust Com'l Other :

16. THREATS TO SITE: None known X Pvt devel Zoning
Vandalism Public Works project  Other

17. IS STRUCTURE: On its orig site? X Moved? Unknown?
18. RELATED FEATURES: barns, tack room, fencing, trees and landscaping

SIGNIFICANCE

19. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL
IMPORTANCE

This house was moved from 301 E. Chase. The oldest part of the house is an adobe room
claimed to be 130 years old, and originally used for curing olives.

In 1889 H. L. Christian had 80 acres improved and planted the first orange trees in the
Valley. Day bought the home from Christian in 1892 and built this house, apparently
around the original adobe structure. Fisher owned the place in 1909 and gave the place
the name El Granito Ranch. El Granito Mineral Spring was covered over when Avocado
Street, formerly El Granito, was paved and widened in the 1950's, :

20 .MAIN THEME OF THE HISTORIC LOCATIONAL SKETCH MAP
RESOURCE: (IN ORDER
OF IMPORTANCE).
Architecture 1 Arts & Leisure
Economic/Industrial
Exploration/Settlement
Govt Military Religion
Social/Education

GALLETTE ST

21. SOURCES (BOOKS, DOCUMENTS,
PERSONAL INTERVIEWS, AND
THEIR DATES).

CHASE AVE

County Assessors and Recorders Offices

El Cajon Valley News: 9/4/09; 10/26/1912;
1/24/1914; 1/21/1921; 3/20/1920; 5/28/1920;
11/6/1915; 7/8/1916;5 6/3/1914; 11/15/1919.

El Cajon Star: 6/1/1889,

San Diego Union: 1/1/1909.

Interview with Donna Roland 8/85

LORNA AVE

22. DATE FORM PREPARED: July, 1985
BY: Dr. Ray Brandes
ORGANIZATION: SANDAG
ADDRESS: 1200 Third Ave., Suite 524
CITY: San Diego ZIP: 92101 L
PHONE: (619) 236-5300
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Lorna Avenue Residential
Attachment 7
Letter from Shea Homes

SheaHomes

June 27,2013

Mr. Tony Shute, Senior Planner
City of El Cajon, Community Development Department
200 Civic Center Way

El Cajon, CA 92020

RE: 1300 Lorna Avenue: TSM 655, PRD 67

Dear Mr. Shute,

This correspondence is written in arder to confirm that we, Shea Homes Limited Partnership- as current
owners of the above mentioned property- indeed intend to contract with a licensed and accredited
archaeological firm to perform site abservation during the demolition of the adobe structure that exists
on site, and during the initial grading to the subsurface as recommended in the Historic Survey Report
written by Harry Price of Recon Environmental dated June 21, 2013.

We look forward to working in the City of El Cajon, and to developing a thriving new community on this

site.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sinceriﬁ:

~Sarah Morrell /

Community Development Manager, Shea Homes LP
858-526-6554

sarah.morrell@sheahomes.com

9990 Mesa Rim Road, San Diego, California, 92121





