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JOINT MEETING OF THE EL CAJON 
CITY COUNCIL/HOUSING AUTHORITY/ 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 
EL CAJON REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

MINUTES 
 

CITY OF EL CAJON 
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA 
 
  
APRIL 9, 2013 
 
A Regular Joint Meeting of the City Council/Housing Authority/Successor Agency to 
the El Cajon Redevelopment Agency of the City of El Cajon, California held 
Tuesday, April 9, 2013, was called to order by Mayor/Chair Mark Lewis at 3:00 p.m., 
in the Council Chambers, 200 Civic Center Way, El Cajon, California.   
 
R O L L   C A L L 
 
Council/Agencymembers present: Ambrose, Kendrick, and McClellan  
Council/Agencymembers absent: None 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair present: Wells 
Mayor/Chair present: Lewis 
Other Officers present: Rutledge, City Clerk/Secretary  

Foley, City Attorney/General Counsel  
Williford, City Manager/Executive Director  
Griffiths, Deputy Director of Public Works 

 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG led by Mayor Lewis and MOMENT OF 
SILENCE.  (The Courts have concluded that sectarian prayer as part of City Council 
Meetings is not permitted under the Constitution).   
 

        
POSTINGS:  The City Clerk posted Orders of Adjournment of the March 26, 2013, 
meetings and the Agenda of the April 9, 2013, meeting in accordance to State Law 
and Council/Agency Policy.    
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PRESENTATIONS:  
 

 Commendation – “Wyakin Warrior Foundation” 

 Proclamation – “April is Earthquake Month 

 

 

AGENDA CHANGES: None 
 
 
CONSENT ITEMS:  (1.1 – 1.11) 
 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to APPROVE 
Consent Items 1.1 through 1.11.   

 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 

1.1 MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL/HOUSING AUTHORITY/SUCCESSOR 
AGENCY TO THE EL CAJON REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETINGS   

 

Approve Minutes of the March 26, 2013, meetings of the City Council/Housing 
Authority/Successor Agency to the El Cajon Redevelopment Agency. 
 
 
1.2 WARRANTS  
 

Approve payment of Warrants as submitted by the Finance Department. 
 
 
1.3 APPROVAL OF READING BY TITLE AND WAIVER OF READING IN FULL 

OF ORDINANCES ON AGENDA   
 

Approve the reading by title and waive the reading in full of all Ordinances on the 
Agenda. 

 
1.4 RESOLUTION:  AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF REAL 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 435 NORTH JOHNSON AVENUE (PARTIAL 
ACQUISITION) (Report:  City Attorney) 

 

Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 41-13 to approve a Purchase and Sale Agreement with 
Berkowitz Properties for the purchase of a portion of real property located at 435 
North Johnson Avenue (approximately 325 feet long by 19 feet wide, southeast 
corner of Johnson Avenue/Madison Avenue), and to authorize the City Manager to 
execute the agreement on behalf of the City. 
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 CONSENT ITEMS:  (Continued) 
 
 
1.5 RESOLUTIONS: APPROVAL OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR 

MURRAY DRIVE SLOPE STABILIZATION PROJECT, Bid No. 020-13, 
Engineering Job No. 3375 (Report:  Deputy Director of Public Works) 

 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 42-13 to approve Plans and Specifications and 
RESOLUTION NO. 43-13 to direct a Notice Inviting Sealed Bids to be opened on 
May 7, 2013. 
 
 
1.6 CENTENNIAL PLAZA USE AND ALCOHOL SERVICE REQUEST FROM 

EAST COUNTY YOUTH SYMPHONY (Report:  Director of Recreation) 
 
Approve the request from the East County Youth Symphony to conduct their 
fundraising concert, to include a beer and wine garden, at Centennial Plaza, on May 
5, 2013. 
 
 
1.7 RESOLUTION:  AWARD OF BID NO. 018-13, BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS 

2012, Engineering Job No. 3446  (Report:  Purchasing Agent) 
 

1. Find the seventh low bidder non-responsive for failure to submit a valid bid 
bond; and find the sixteenth low bidder non-responsive for failure to submit a 
signed and notarized non-collusion affidavit.   

2. Based on the above, adopt RESOLUTION NO. 44-13 and award the bid to 
the lowest responsive, responsible bidder, Rasmussen Brothers Construction, 
Inc., in the amount of $133,629.00. 

 
 
1.8 RESOLUTION:  AWARD OF BID NO. 017-13, SEWER MAIN FOAMING, 

Engineering Job No. 3428  (Report:  Purchasing Agent) 
 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 45-13 and award the bid to the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder, Pacific Sewer Maintenance Corp., in the amount of $25,515.93. 
 
 
1.9 COMMUNITY EVENT IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY:  CAJON CLASSIC CRUISE 
 (Report:  Deputy City Manager/Director of Finance) 
 
Approve the request for a Community Event in the right-of-way to be held every 
Wednesday evening in the downtown area from April 24 through September 25, 
2013, with the conditions listed in the Agenda Report. 
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CONSENT ITEMS:  (Continued)  
 
 
1.10 COMMUNITY EVENT IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY:  DINNER AND A CONCERT  
 (Report:  Deputy City Manager/Director of Finance) 
 
Approve the request for a Community Event in the right-of-way to be held every 
Friday evening at the Prescott Promenade from May 3 through September 27, 2013, 
with the conditions listed in the Agenda Report. 
 
 
1.11 RESOLUTION: REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF AN EXISTING NO 

PARKING ZONE ON JACKMAN STREET  (Report:  Deputy Director of 
Public Works) 

 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 46-13 to rescind an existing No Parking Zone described 
as follows in order to allow additional on-street parking along Jackman Street 
between Petree Street and Arnele Avenue:  
 
Along the east and west curbline of Jackman Street, beginning at a point 35 feet 
north of the northerly extended curbline of Arnele Avenue, thence northerly a 
distance of 560 feet.  
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 

John Berg, representing Downtown El Cajon Business Partners, speaks about 
the Cajon Classic Cruise car shows beginning on April 24th and the Dinner and a 
Concert series beginning May 3rd. 
 
Councilmember Wells shares a poster featuring the Citywide “Valley of Cars Yard 
Sale”, an automobile sales event that runs from April 18 – 21, 2013. 
 
Mayor Lewis reads a fact from 100 years ago regarding the price of a fire hose in 
1916, and highlights upcoming events in the City.  
 
 
 

(Remainder of this page intentionally left blank) 
 

 



  

oint Meeting:  El Cajon City Council/ April 9, 2013 

Housing Authority/Successor Agency to the -99  - 3:00 p.m.  
El Cajon Redevelopment Agency        MINUTES 

 

2. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  
 
2.1 LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM ROBERT ISHAM, MEMBER OF 

PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE  
   
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council accept the letter of resignation from 
Robert Isham, member of Public Safety Facility Oversight Committee, and send him 
a letter thanking him for his service to the community. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 

No one comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY AMBROSE, to ACCEPT the letter 
of resignation from Robert Isham and send a letter of appreciation. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 

3. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None  
 
 

 
4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:  
 
4.1 RESOLUTION:  APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE 
 EL CAJON PENSION REFORM AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY PLAN  
 (Report:  City Manager) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council review the pension reform and cost 
saving measures described in the Agenda Report and adopt the next RESOLUTION 
in order establishing guidelines to ensure future savings in personnel costs and 
other post-employment benefits, as well as the long term fiscal health of the City of 
El Cajon.  
  

DISCUSSION 
 
City Manager Williford provides a summary of the report and indicates that some of 
the recommended measures will be initiated in late spring, during the budget 
process, and some will be addressed through the “meet and confer” process with the 
various employee groups. 
 
Councilmember Kendrick speaks in support, indicating that steps are necessary in 
order to keep promises made to taxpayers and employees. 
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ITEM 4.1 (Continued) 
 

 
No further comments made. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. 47-13 establishing guidelines to ensure future 
savings in personnel costs and other post-employment benefits, as 
well as the long term fiscal health of the City of El Cajon. 

 

MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

 

 
4.2 CONSIDERATION OF THE CREATION OF THE EL CAJON VETERANS’ 

COMMISSION AND INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 2.24 OF TITLE 2 OF THE EL CAJON MUNICIPAL CODE 
TO ESTABLISH THE EL CAJON VETERANS’ COMMISSION 
(Report: Director of Recreation) 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council:  
 

1.  Approve that the Veterans’ Commission is a five member advisory 
commission and the commissioners are residents of the City of El 
Cajon, with the exception that one commissioner who is an active 
member of a 501(c)(19) veterans’ organization based within the City of 
El Cajon can be a non-resident;   

2.   Approve the criteria that one member of the Veterans’ Commission be 
either an active U. S. military service member or reservist; and 

3. Approve the criteria that the non-active duty members of the 
commission be honorably discharged from the U. S. Armed Forces and 
three of the four members be active members of a 501(c)(19) veterans’ 
organization based within the City of El Cajon;    

 

THEN   
 

If approved, the Mayor requests the City Clerk to recite the title of the 
Ordinance. 

 

DISCUSSION 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Tony Ambrose speaks about his experience and observations as 
a veteran, and indicates the Commission will make veterans feel proud of their 
service, will identify needs of veterans, be responsive, and serve as a liaison 
between the City Council and the community.  He recommends that the Commission 
provide quarterly reports to the Council. 
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ITEM 4.2 (Continued) 
 

 
Mayor Lewis concurs that citizens owe a great deal for the services provided by all 
veterans. 
 
Mike Franz, representing Fleet Reserve Association Branch 47, thanks Council 
for considering this issue and feels the Commission will be very productive. 
 
No further comments made. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY AMBROSE, to: 
1. APPROVE that the Veterans’ Commission is a five member 

advisory commission and the commissioners are residents of the 
City of El Cajon, with the exception that one commissioner who is 
an active member of a 501(c)(19) veterans’ organization based 
within the City of El Cajon can be a non-resident;  

2. APPROVE the criteria that one member of the Veterans’ 
Commission be either an active U. S. military service member or 
reservist; and  

3. APPROVE the criteria that the non-active duty members of the 
commission be honorably discharged from the U. S. Armed Forces 
and three of the four members be active members of a 501(c)(19) 
veterans’ organization based within the City of El Cajon.    

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY AMBROSE, to INTRODUCE the 
ordinance for a first reading. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
The City Clerk recites the title of the ordinance for a first reading: 
 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 2.24.030 OF CHAPTER 2.24 
AND ADDING NEW SECTIONS 2.24.030, 2.24.400, AND 2.24.410 TO 
CHAPTER 2.24 OF THE EL CAJON MUNICIPAL CODE 
ESTABLISHING THE EL CAJON VETERANS’ COMMISSION. 
 

In response to questions from Mayor Lewis, City Clerk Rutledge informs the 
Second Reading of the ordinance will take place at the next meeting and there will 
be a Consent Item on the Agenda to approve the application period beginning April 
24th for a period of approximately one month, which will be followed by interviews 
and appointment of the Commissioners.  
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5. COMMISSION REPORTS:  None 
 
 
 
6. ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF MAYOR LEWIS 
 
SANDAG (San Diego Association of Governments); SANDAG (Chair, Public Safety 
Committee); LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission) - Member; Indian 
Gaming Local Community Benefit Committee 
 
 NO REPORT. 
 
 
 
ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
7. 

MAYOR PRO TEM BILL WELLS 
League of California Cities, San Diego Division; METRO Commission/Wastewater 
JPA; East County Economic Development Council - Alternate; SANDAG (San Diego 
Association of Governments) – Alternate; Heartland Fire Training JPA – Alternate 

 
7.1 Council Activities Report  
 
In addition to the stated report, Mayor Pro Tem Wells indicates he met with 
representatives from Meals on Wheels on April 3rd and helped deliver meals. He is 
glad that Council has supported the Meals on Wheels program. 
 
Mayor Lewis also acknowledges the services provided by Meals on Wheels. 

 
 
7.2 Legislative Report 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Wells provides an update on the status of SB 7, a bill that would 
prohibit a charter city from receiving or using state funding or financial assistance for 
a construction project if the city has a charter provision or ordinance that authorizes 
a contractor not to comply with prevailing wage provisions on any public works 
contract. The League of California Cities has taken a position to oppose the bill, and 
they are in communication with the authors of the bill.  He will continue to monitor 
the status of the bill. 
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS: (Continued) 
 
 
7.3 League of California Cities Bulletins dated March 22, 29 and April 1, 

2013 – City Advocate Weekly 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Wells recommends that the City oppose Senate Bill 673, which 
would prohibit approval of any retail or commercial facility estimated to receive over 
$1,000,000.00 in subsidies, unless a comprehensive analysis is prepared by the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. This would take away a city’s 
autonomy to make decisions and would significantly impact the ability to be involved 
in large projects such as the hotel that Council has previously discussed. 
 
Councilmember Kendrick states that this is another example of interference by the 
State of California in reference to matters that should be controlled by cities.   
 
Mayor Lewis comments on money the State owed to the City of El Cajon, indicating 
that the check was lost, as the State did not know of the existence of our city. The 
City had to send a letter to confirm its existence in order to receive the check.  
 
City Manager Williford indicates that Staff will prepare and send a letter of 
opposition to our legislative representatives, and will work with Mr. Wells to monitor 
the bill. 
 
No further comments made. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY AMBROSE, to SEND a letter of 
opposition of SB 673. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Remainder of this page intentionally left blank) 
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS: (Continued) 
 
 
7.4 RESOLUTION: ZONING CODE AMENDMENT INITIATION – OFF-SITE 

EXCESS INVENTORY STORAGE LOTS FOR CAR DEALERS   
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council move to adopt the next 
RESOLUTION in order approving a Resolution of Intention to amend Title 17 
(Zoning Code) of the El Cajon Municipal Code pertaining to temporary off-site 
storage of excess automobile sales inventory. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Wells indicates the impetus for this amendment came about after 
discussions with local auto dealers. They raised concerns about storage of excess 
inventory of both new and used vehicles.  He requests that Staff review the 
ordinance for a possible revision to help solve problems facing auto dealers. 
 
No one comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY KENDRICK, to ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. 48-13 approving a Resolution of Intention to 
amend Title 17 (Zoning Code) of the El Cajon Municipal Code 
pertaining to temporary off-site storage of excess automobile sales 
inventory. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
 
7.5 PANHANDLING WITHIN THE CITY OF EL CAJON   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council direct the City Manager and 
City Attorney to investigate any and all other legally supportable strategies to more 
effectively address panhandling within our City. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Wells speaks in support of the recommendation to address the 
issue of aggressive panhandling, and suggests the need to dry up funding for 
alcoholics. He indicates Senator Joel Anderson is proposing a bill to the Senate 
regarding the panhandling issue, and he requested that Senator Anderson’s office 
brief Council on action they are taking. 
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ITEM 7.5 (Continued) 
 

 
Jesse Gipe, District Representative, Office of Senator Joel Anderson, provides 
the background for SB 604, as proposed by the La Mesa Chief of Police, supported 
by the La Mesa City Council, and co-sponsored by the California Police Chiefs 
Association. He indicates the bill would not add new restrictions, except that 
panhandling will now be restricted at traffic light intersections. He informs that other 
fundraising activities, such as the “Fill a Boot” campaign by the firefighters, will be 
addressed in the legislative cycle.  He suggests that Council send a letter of support 
for SB 604.   
 
Councilmembers and Staff discuss sending a letter of support and the need to 
create a strong and effective ordinance. 
 
No one else comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY WELLS, to DIRECT the City 
Manager and City Attorney to investigate any and all other legally 
supportable strategies to more effectively address panhandling 
within the City of El Cajon and to return with a report within two 
months, and to send letter in support of SB 604. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
8. 

 COUNCILMEMBER TONY AMBROSE 
Chamber of Commerce – Government Affairs; MTS (Metropolitan Transit System 
Board) – Alternate); East County Economic Development Council. 
 
8.1 Council Activities Report 
 
 REPORT AS STATED. 
 
 
9. 

COUNCILMEMBER GARY KENDRICK  
Heartland Communications JPA; Heartland Fire Training JPA. 
 
9.1 Council Activities Report 
 
 REPORT AS STATED. 
 
 



  

oint Meeting:  El Cajon City Council/ April 9, 2013 

Housing Authority/Successor Agency to the -106  - 3:00 p.m.  
El Cajon Redevelopment Agency        MINUTES 

 

 
 
REPORTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS: (Continued) 
 
 
10.  

COUNCILMEMBER BOB McCLELLAN 
Harry Griffen Park Joint Steering Committee; Heartland Communications JPA – 
Alternate; MTS (Metropolitan Transit System Board). 
 
10.1 Council Activities Report  
 
 REPORT AS STATED. 
 
 
 
11. GENERAL INFORMATION ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: None 
 
 
 
12. ORDINANCES:  FIRST READING - None      
 
 
 
13. ORDINANCES:  SECOND READING AND ADOPTION 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That Mayor Lewis requests the City Clerk to recite the title. 
 
13.1 AMENDMENT OF SPECIFIC PLAN NO. 65 
 
The City Clerk recites the title of the ordinance for a second reading. 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SPECIFIC PLAN NO. 65 TO ADD A 
9,011 SQUARE FOOT ATTACHED STRUCTURE AND A 3,772 
SQUARE FOOT BUILDING ON ITS OWN PAD ON PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 520-580 NORTH SECOND STREET (APNS: 489-310-
12, -14, -15, -21 AND -22) 

 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY AMBROSE, to ADOPT Ordinance 
No. 4987 amending Specific Plan No. 65. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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ORDINANCES:  SECOND READING AND ADOPTION (Continued) 
 

 

13.2 ZONE RECLASSIFICATION NO. 2309  (Continued from March 26, 2013) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council continue Zone Reclassification No. 
2309 to a date uncertain to give staff and the applicant further time to research 
issues that have been raised regarding the existence of a potentially historic 
structure on the project site. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
City Manager Williford recommends continuance of the Item to a date uncertain. 
 
No further comments made. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to CONTINUE Zone 
Reclassification No. 2309 to a date uncertain. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
14.  CLOSED SESSION 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council/Housing Authority adjourn to 
Closed Session as follows: 
 
14.1 

 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – PENDING LITIGATION – 
Pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Government Code 
Section 54956.9:  

 
Name of Case: In re:  Downtown El Cajon Brewing Co., Inc. 

    United States Bankruptcy Court  
    Southern District of California 
    Case No. 12-13390-CL11 
 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to Adjourn to Closed 
Session at 4:11 p.m. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.  
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15. RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION AT 4:35 P.M.  
 
 

Pursuant to Closed Session Item 14.1, City Attorney Foley states that a report was 
received, but no action was taken. 
 
 

 
Adjournment: Mayor Lewis adjourned the Regular Joint Meeting of the City 
Council/ Housing Authority/Successor Agency to the El Cajon Redevelopment 
Agency held this 9th day of April 2013, at 4:36 p.m. to Tuesday, April 23, 2013 at 
3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 

 KATHIE J. RUTLEDGE, CMC 
 City Clerk/Secretary 
 


