
 

 

Joint Meeting:  El Cajon City Council/ January 24, 2012 
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MINUTES 
 

JOINT MEETING OF THE 
EL CAJON CITY COUNCIL/ 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/ 
HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 

MINUTES 
 

CITY OF EL CAJON 
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA 
 
  
JANUARY 24, 2012 
 
An Adjourned Regular Joint Meeting of the El Cajon City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency/Housing Authority of the City of El Cajon, California held Tuesday, January 
24, 2012, was called to order by Mayor/Chair Mark Lewis at 3:04 p.m., in the Council 
Chambers, 200 Civic Center Way, El Cajon, California. This meeting was adjourned 
from the Adjourned Regular Joint meeting held at 7:00 p.m. on January 10, 2012. 
 
R O L L   C A L L 
Council/Agencymembers present: Kendrick, McClellan and Wells 
Council/Agencymembers absent: None 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair present: Hanson-Cox  
Mayor/Chair present:  Lewis 
Other Officers present: Rutledge, City Clerk/Secretary  

Foley, City Attorney/General Counsel  
Turner, Acting City Manager/Executive 
Director  
Davies, Acting Director of Public Works/ 
Acting City Engineer 
Ayres, Director of Community Development 

 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG led by Mayor Lewis and MOMENT OF 
SILENCE.  (The Courts have concluded that sectarian prayer as part of City Council 
Meetings is not permitted under the Constitution).   
 
POSTINGS:  The City Clerk posted Orders of Adjournment of the January 10, 2012, 
meetings and the Agenda of the January 24, 2012, meetings in accordance to State 
Law and Council/Agency Policy. 
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PRESENTATIONS:  
 

• Recognition – “Employee Service Awards” 
 
The following employees were present to receive Service Awards: 

 
Five Years of Service   
Michele Miller Administrative Secretary Public Works 
Dionne Oldenburg Management Analyst Fire 
Mary Ann Prall Multi-Media Technician City Manager 
Timothy Williams GIS Analyst Public Works 
 
Ten Years of Service 

  

Noah Alvey Associate Planner Community Development 
Michael Griffiths Deputy Director of Public Works Public Works 
Gene Koshiol Building & Fire Inspector Community Development 
Linda Paige Supervising Police Dispatcher Police 
Jerry Peace Maintenance Supervisor Public Works 
Erwin Sanchez Paramedic Firefighter Fire 
Monica Zech Public Information Officer City Manager 
 
Fifteen Years of Service 

 

Scott Brown Public Works Equipment Operator Public Works 
Lester Dozier Fire Engineer Fire 
Brandon Groller Fire Engineer Fire 
Gary Kendrick City Councilmember City Council 
Darren Lynch Network Administrator Police 
Kevin Maxwell Police Sergeant Police 

 
Twenty Years of Service 

 

Damon Hyde Information Technologies Tech. Public Works 
 
Twenty-Five Years of Service 

 

David Alexander Firefighter Fire 
James Cunningham Senior Engineering Technician Public Works 
Jeffery Davis Police Captain Police 
 
Thirty Years of Service 

  

Teresa Bussey Exec. Assistant to City Manager City Manager 
Susan Carpenter Police Services Officer Police 
 
 

• Recognition – “Crime Free Multi-Housing”   
• Proclamation – “Aaron Kerper – Outgoing President of East San Diego 

County Association of Realtors” 
 



  
 

Joint Meeting:  El Cajon City Council/ January 24, 2012 
Redevelopment Agency/Housing -16  -       3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 
 

 
AGENDA CHANGES: 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCELLAN, to ADD General 
Information Items A, B and C to the Agenda under Item 12. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
CONSENT ITEMS:  (1.1 – 1.5) 
 
Mayor Lewis indicates he will disqualify himself from voting on Item 1.5 as a portion 
of the project is in close proximity to his residence. 
 

MOTION BY MCCLELLAN, SECOND BY KENDRICK, to APPROVE 
Consent Items 1.1 to 1.5.  

 
MOTION CARRIES.  (LEWIS – Disqualify on 1.5) 

 
 
 
1.1 MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL/REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETINGS   
 
Approve Minutes of the January 10, 2012, meetings of the El Cajon City 
Council/Redevelopment Agency. 
 
 
1.2 WARRANTS  
 
Approve payment of Warrants as submitted by the Finance Department. 
 
 
1.3 APPROVAL OF READING BY TITLE AND WAIVER OF READING IN FULL 

OF ORDINANCES ON AGENDA   
 
Approve the reading by title and waive the reading in full of all Ordinances on the 
Agenda. 
 
1.4 APPROVAL OF SIDE LETTER OF AGREEMENT ALLOWING FOR HIRING 

OF NON-BENEFITTED, LIMITED-TERM CUSTODIAL STAFF  
 (Report:  Director of Human Resources) 
 
Approve the Side Letter Agreement with the El Cajon Municipal Employees’ 
Association (ECMEA). 
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CONSENT ITEMS: (Continued) 
 
 
1.5 RESOLUTIONS:  APPROVAL OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR 

SIDEWALK REPAIR 2012, Bid No. 020-12, Engineering Job No. 3405 
 (Report:  Acting Director of Public Works/Acting City Engineer) 
 
Adopt RESOLUTION NO. 6-12 to approve Plans and Specifications and 
RESOLUTION NO. 7-12 to direct a Notice Inviting Sealed Bids to be opened on 
February 23, 2012.  
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Karen Frostrom, representing the American Chaldean Association, requests that 
Council revisit Municipal Code Section 5.28.025 so that the cultural practice of 
playing cards and games may be continued at their social club located within Specific 
Plan No. 182.  She indicates that Ordinance No. 4973 exempts them from card 
playing, and they cannot apply for a permit. They would like to be placed on 
February 14th Agenda to have Council consider amending the ordinance, so they can 
apply for the appropriate permit. 
 
Ramzi Murad, President, American Chaldean Association, concurs with 
statements of Ms. Frostrom. He comments that there are great, law-abiding members 
of the social club and he urges Council to “do the right thing”, amend Section 
5.28.025, and allow its members and senior citizens to play the games. 
 
 
2. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:  None 
 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
 
4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:  
 
4.1 RESOLUTION: AMENDED ENFORCEABLE OBLIGATIONS PAYMENT 

SCHEDULE (Report:  Director of Community Development) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Redevelopment Agency adopt the next 
RESOLUTION in order containing the El Cajon Redevelopment Agency’s amended 
Enforceable Obligation Payment Schedule pursuant to Health & Safety Code Section 
34169(g).  
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ITEM 4.1 (Continued) 
 

DISCUSSION 
 

Acting City Manager Turner gives a summary of the report.  He indicates the charts 
for this item have been revised slightly from the online version, and that Council has 
received a hard copy of these revisions.  
 
No further comments made. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY KENDRICK, to ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. ECRA-425 per Staff recommendation, including 
the revised figures provided to Council. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
4.2 RESOLUTION: DISSOLUTION OF THE EL CAJON REDEVELOPMENT 

AGENCY: TRANSFER OF NON-HOUSING ASSETS AND SUBSEQUENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CITY AS THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
(Report:  Acting Executive Director/City Manager) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Redevelopment Agency: 
 

1. Adopt the next RESOLUTION in order authorizing the Acting Executive  
Director to transfer title of Agency’s non-housing real property  assets and 
loans receivable before February 1, 2012, to the City of El Cajon as      
Successor Agency and to transfer all remaining non-housing assets of the   
former El Cajon Redevelopment Agency, to the City of El Cajon as 
Successor Agency, including, but not limited to:  recorded or unrecorded 
leases, Deeds of Trust, intangible assets, fixtures and equipment, 
agreements, contracts, promises to pay, receivables, and any/all other 
unspecified  assets; and   

2. Authorize the Finance Department to establish the Redevelopment 
Obligation Retirement Fund on/before February 1, 2012, to allow the City of 
El Cajon, as Successor Agency, to pay Enforceable Obligations and receive 
property tax and other revenues. 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
In response to questions from Council, Acting City Manager Turner clarifies that this 
Item involves transfer of non-housing assets to the successor agency. 
 
No further comments made. 
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ITEM 4.2 (Continued) 
 

 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to ADOPT Resolution 
No. ECRA-426 authorizing the Acting Executive  Director to transfer 
title of Agency’s non-housing real property  assets and loans 
receivable before February 1, 2012, to the City of El Cajon as      
Successor Agency and to transfer all remaining non-housing assets 
of the   former El Cajon Redevelopment Agency, to the City of El 
Cajon as Successor Agency, including, but not limited to: recorded 
or unrecorded leases, Deeds of Trust, intangible assets, fixtures and 
equipment, agreements, contracts, promises to pay, receivables, and 
any/all other unspecified  assets. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to AUTHORIZE the 
Finance Department to establish the Redevelopment Obligation 
Retirement Fund on/before February 1, 2012, to allow the City of El 
Cajon, as Successor Agency, to pay Enforceable Obligations and 
receive property tax and other revenues. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Remainder of this page intentionally left blank) 
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4.3 RESOLUTIONS:  ELECTION TO ACCEPT/TRANSFER HOUSING ASSETS 
AND FUNCTIONS OF THE EL CAJON REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY   
(Report:  Acting City Manager/Executive Director) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council: 
 

1.  Consider the three options to retain or transfer the El Cajon Redevelopment 
Agency’s housing assets and functions;   

2.  Adopt the next RESOLUTION in order selecting the El Cajon Housing        
Authority to accept the housing assets and functions previously performed 
by the El Cajon Redevelopment Agency;  

3.  Authorize the Acting City Manager to notify the County Auditor-Controller of        
the City selection as the successor housing agency; and  

4. Direct the Finance Department to establish a new Fund on/before 
February 1, 2012, to allow the El Cajon Housing Authority to pay 
Enforceable Obligations and receive property tax and other revenues.    

 
 That the Redevelopment Agency: 
  

1. Adopt the next RESOLUTION in order to transfer title of the Agency’s 
housing real property assets and loans receivable before February 1, 2012, 
to the El Cajon Housing Authority and transfer all remaining housing assets 
to same entity, including, but not limited to:  recorded or unrecorded leases, 
Deeds of  Trust, intangible assets, fixtures and equipment, agreements, 
contracts, promises to pay, receivables and any/all other unspecified 
assets.   

 
 That the El Cajon Housing Authority: 
 

1. Adopt a RESOLUTION 1) appointing the City Manager of the City of El 
Cajon as the Executive Director of the El Cajon Housing Authority, the City 
Clerk of the City of El Cajon as the Authority Secretary, the Director of 
Finance as the Authority Treasurer, and the City Attorney for the City of El 
Cajon as the Authority’s General Legal Counsel; 2) authorizing the 
Executive Director, or his or her designee, to accept the El Cajon 
Redevelopment Agency’s housing real property assets and loans receivable 
before February 1, 2012, and to accept transfer of all remaining housing 
assets, including, but not limited to: recorded or unrecorded leases, Deeds 
of Trust, intangible assets, fixtures and equipment, agreements, contracts, 
promises to pay, receivables, and any/all other unspecified assets; and 3) 
authorizing the Executive Director to pay enforceable obligations, 
and otherwise conduct the day to day operations of the El Cajon 
Housing Authority. 

 
 
 



  
 

Joint Meeting:  El Cajon City Council/ January 24, 2012 
Redevelopment Agency/Housing -21  -       3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 
 

ITEM 4.3 (Continued) 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Councilmember McClellan asks if the expenses will fall to the General Fund.   
 
Acting City Manager Turner states there are some sources of income that will come 
to successor agency, the El Cajon Housing Authority, but not the 20% tax increment. 
The option recommended by Staff gives Council the most control of housing assets 
in the City. The best estimate at this time, is that none of the expenses should fall 
back to the General Fund, because it is part of Housing Authority and not part of the 
City. The Housing Authority will incur expenses and accrue revenue from housing.  
Yet to be determined, is staff and overhead expenses currently paid from 
Redevelopment and Housing, and some of those expenses will have to go back to the 
General Fund. 
 
James Silverwood, President and CEO of Affirmed Housing Group, speaks in 
support of the Item. If the Item is approved, they would like to request a few minor 
changes to the DDA (Disposition and Development Agreement) for the housing 
project at Linda Way, and will work with Staff on an amendment for consideration by 
the successor agency at a future meeting.   
 
Mayor Lewis comments on the excellent design of the project. 

 
No one else comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. 8-12 selecting the El Cajon Housing Authority to 
accept the housing assets and functions previously performed by 
the El Cajon Redevelopment Agency. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to AUTHORIZE the Acting 
City Manager to notify the County Auditor-Controller of the City selection 
as the successor housing agency; and DIRECT the Finance Department 
to establish a new Fund on/before February 1, 2012, to allow the El Cajon 
Housing Authority to pay Enforceable Obligations and receive property 
tax and other revenues. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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ITEM 4.3 (Continued) 
 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY KENDRICK, to ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. ECRA-427 to transfer title of the Agency’s housing 
real property assets and loans receivable before February 1, 2012, to 
the El Cajon Housing Authority and transfer all remaining housing 
assets to same entity, including, but not limited to: recorded or 
unrecorded leases, Deeds of Trust, intangible assets, fixtures and 
equipment, agreements, contracts, promises to pay, receivables and 
any/all other unspecified assets. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY HANSON-COX, to ADOPT 
RESOLUTION NO. ECHA-1: 1) appointing the City Manager of the 
City of El Cajon as the Executive Director of the El Cajon Housing 
Authority, the City Clerk of the City of El Cajon as the Authority 
Secretary, the Director of Finance as the Authority Treasurer, and the 
City Attorney for the City of El Cajon as the Authority’s General Legal 
Counsel; 2) authorizing the Executive Director, or his or her 
designee, to accept the El Cajon Redevelopment Agency’s housing 
real property assets and loans receivable before February 1, 2012, 
and to accept transfer of all remaining housing assets, including, but 
not limited to: recorded or unrecorded leases, Deeds of Trust, 
intangible assets, fixtures and equipment, agreements, contracts, 
promises to pay, receivables, and any/all other unspecified assets; 
and 3) authorizing the Executive Director to pay enforceable 
obligations, and otherwise conduct the day to day operations of the 
El Cajon Housing Authority.  

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
5. COMMISSION REPORTS:  None 
 
 
 
 

(Remainder of this page intentionally left blank) 
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6. ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF MAYOR LEWIS 
 
SANDAG (San Diego Association of Governments); SANDAG (Chair, Public Safety 
Committee); SANDAG (Quality of Life Ad Hoc Steering Committee); LAFCO (Local 
Agency Formation Commission - Member; Indian Gaming Local Community Benefit 
Committee. 
 
6.1 CITY OF EL CAJON APPOINTMENT TO MISSION TRAILS PARK   

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council accept and file the City’s appointment 
to the Mission Trails Regional Park Advisory Committee. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 

Mayor Lewis speaks in support of the request. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY KENDRICK, to ACCEPT and FILE 
the City’s appointment of Richard Gadler to the Mission Trails 
Regional Park Advisory Committee. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
7. 

MAYOR PRO TEM JILLIAN HANSON-COX 
SANDAG (San Diego Association of Governments – Alternate); SANDAG (Public 
Safety Committee – Alternate); MTS (Metropolitan Transit System Board – Alternate); 
East County Economic Development Council - Alternate; League of California Cities, 
San Diego Division; East San Diego County Gang Task Force; Chamber of 
Commerce – Government Affairs. 
 
7.1 Council Activities – Verbal Report  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hanson-Cox reports that on January 19, 2012, she met with 
Pam Smith from the County of San Diego. 
 
 
8.  

COUNCILMEMBER GARY KENDRICK  
Heartland Communications JPA; Heartland Fire Training JPA. 
 
8.1 Council Activities Report 
 
 REPORT AS STATED. 
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ACTIVITIES REPORTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS:  (Continued) 
  
9. 

COUNCILMEMBER BOB McCLELLAN 
Harry Griffen Park Joint Steering Committee; Heartland Communications JPA – 
Alternate; MTS (Metropolitan Transit System Board). 
 
9.1 Council Activities Report  
 
 REPORT AS STATED. 
 
 
10.  

COUNCILMEMBER BILL WELLS 
METRO Commission/Wastewater JPA; East County Economic Development Council; 
Heartland Fire Training JPA – Alternate; El Cajon Community Development 
Corporation. 
 
10.1 Council Activities Report  
 
 REPORT AS STATED. 
 
 
11. LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
 
11.1 League of California Cities Legislative Bulletin dated January 5, 6, 9 

and 13, 2012 – City Advocate Weekly 
 
Acting City Manager Turner speaks about two legislative bills: The bill proposed by 
Mr. Padilla, seeking to delay, to April 15th, implementation of the Supreme Court’s 
decision to eliminate redevelopment agencies, and another bill that would return the 
20% housing monies to the successor agencies. Staff will continue to monitor this 
legislation. 
 
 
 
 
 

(Remainder of this page intentionally left blank) 
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Through earlier action, these items were added to the agenda: 
12. GENERAL INFORMATION ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hanson-Cox thanks all of the following donors: 
 
12A. October 2011 Donations to the El Cajon Animal Shelter: 

The following donations were received for Animal Control in accordance with 
City Council Policy B-2: 

 
Verna A.  Howard       $200.00 

 
Kathleen A. O’Connor-Schmidt 
In honor of Ricky Kitty      $150.00 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Berry 
In memory of Stephanie & Matt O’Connor’s Anniversary $100.00 

 
12B. November 2011 Donations to the El Cajon Animal Shelter: 

The following donations were received for Animal Control in accordance 
with City Council Policy B-2: 

 
  Kathleen Styler - 5 blankets and 3 towels   $100.00 
   
 
12C. December 2011 Donations to the El Cajon Animal Shelter: 

The following donations were received for Animal Control in accordance with 
City Council Policy B-2: 

 
Marissa Leeann Aymar      $200.00 

 
Richard and Charlene Berry 
In memory of Stephanie O’Connor on her birthday  $100.00 
 
Joanne Wartman       $350.00 
 
Margaret Barnett       $100.00 

 
 
Mayor Lewis speaks about the future animal shelter, and suggests that the new 
kennels should help keep the animals warm. 
 
Councilmember McClellan suggests donations of used towels to the Animal Shelter. 
 
 
13. ORDINANCES:  FIRST READING – None       
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14. ORDINANCES:  SECOND READING AND ADOPTION 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That Mayor Lewis requests the City Clerk to recite the title. 
 
14.1 SPEED LIMIT ZONE – CHATHAM STREET 
 
 An Ordinance amending Section 10.20.130 of Chapter 10.20 of the El Cajon 
 Municipal Code establishing a twenty-five mile per hour speed limit on 
 Chatham Street between Fletcher Parkway and Westwind Drive 
 
The City Clerk recites the title of the ordinance for a second reading. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to ADOPT Ordinance 
No. 4974. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 
 
14.2 ORDINANCE ELIMINATING COMMISSION ON AGING AND DISABILITIES 
 
 An Ordinance amending Chapter 2.24 of the El Cajon Municipal Code to 
 eliminate the El Cajon Commission on Aging and Disabilities 

 
The City Clerk recites the title of the ordinance for a second reading. 

 
MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN, to ADOPT Ordinance 
No. 4975. 

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 

 
15.  CLOSED SESSIONS: None  
 
 
Adjournment:  Mayor Lewis adjourned the Adjourned Regular Joint Meeting of the 
City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Housing Authority held this 24th day of January 
2012, at 4:03 p.m. to Tuesday, January 24, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 KATHIE J. RUTLEDGE, CMC 
 City Clerk/Secretary 
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JOINT MEETING OF THE 
EL CAJON CITY COUNCIL/  
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/ 
HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
MINUTES 
 
CITY OF EL CAJON 
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA 
  
 
JANUARY 24, 2012 
 
An Adjourned Regular Joint Meeting of the City Council/Redevelopment 
Agency/Housing Authority of the City of El Cajon, California, held Tuesday, January 
24, 2012, was called to order by Mayor/Chair Mark Lewis at 7:00 p.m., in the Council 
Chambers, 200 Civic Center Way, El Cajon, California.  This meeting was adjourned 
from the Adjourned Regular Joint Meeting held at 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 24, 
2012, by order of the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Housing Authority. 
 
R O L L   C A L L  
 
Council/Agencymembers present: Kendrick, McClellan and Wells  
Council/Agencymembers absent: None 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair present: Hanson-Cox  
Mayor/Chair present: Lewis 
Other Officers present: Rutledge, City Clerk/Secretary  

Foley, City Attorney/General Counsel  
Turner, Acting City Manager/Executive 
Director  
Davies, Acting Director of Public Works/ 
Acting City Engineer 
Ayres, Director of Community Development 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG and MOMENT OF SILENCE. 
(The Courts have concluded that sectarian prayer as part of City Council meetings is 
not permitted under the Constitution) 
 
 
AGENDA CHANGES:  None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
100 PROPOSED CHARTER ADOPTION (Report:  Acting City Manager) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the City Council:  
  

• Open the Public Hearing and receive testimony; 
• Close the Public Hearing; AND 
• Direct staff regarding any desired changes to the draft Charter. 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Acting City Manager Turner discusses the timeline and actions required in order to 
place proposed charter adoption on the June ballot. 
 
Mayor Lewis announces the Public Hearing is now Open. 
 
Mario Tilaro speaks on the issue of costs for a project, charter vs. non-charter, the 
Davis-Bacon Act and workers’ compensation costs. 
 
Jim Conway feels adoption of the charter will have unintended consequences, and 
states the existing language does away with public bidding law and does not provide 
wage protection for workers. He suggests the Council should take its time. 
 
Tom Lemmon speaks about the potential loss of State funds with a ban of PLAs 
(Project Labor Agreements).  He comments on the charter adoption process that was 
followed by the City of Santee. 
 
Greg Brown, a contractor, feels insulted by the remarks of previous speakers in 
support of unions, and feels the City has been made to jump through hoops to do 
something when it should be their right. 
 
Warren Coalsen says he trusts the City to pick the right contractor. 
 
Austin Cameron representing TC Construction Company, supports the Charter. He 
provides examples of cost savings to the City. 
 
Mike Hartley feels prevailing wages should stay in place to bring about a level playing 
field. 
 
Gary Sallis, a member of Plumbers and Fitters Local, feels that apprenticeships 
are needed to train the future workforce, which leads to a decent living, benefits and 
retirement for workers. 
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ITEM 100 (Continued) 
 
Joe Powell, representing Sheet Metal Workers, speaks about the importance of 
training through apprenticeships, and keeping wages the way they are. 
 
Darrin Mroz supports local controls and feels the charter would be great for small 
business owners. He comments on the savings that could have been realized if 
prevailing wages were not paid for construction of the Public Safety Facility. 
 
Raymond Rothrock voices concerns for his children, who may, as an alternative to 
college, choose a career in building and construction trades, rather than going to 
college. He feels that PLAs promote local hiring and keep the money local. He 
suggests a survey should be done before rushing into a charter.  
 
James Cunningham, with Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 230, states that union 
people are local people too, and that prevailing wage is also a living wage. He urges 
Council to take a look at SB (Senate Bill) 922, to keep wages up, and money in 
El Cajon.  
 
Rob Hughes, a non-union business owner, believes that wages of his employees are 
probably as good as any union worker, and their health insurance is paid in full.  He 
feels there are many good, non-union companies that could do a good job for the City. 
He supports the proposed charter. 
 
Elan Schier, TC Construction, disagrees with comments from other speakers that 
support payment of prevailing wages and feels that wages should be earned. 
 
In response to questions from Mayor Lewis, City Attorney Foley briefly discusses 
SB 922 and language in Section 400 of the proposed charter regarding PLAs. He 
addresses a comment by Mr. Conway and indicates there is nothing in the charter 
that would allow unlicensed contractors and nothing that the City would be able to put 
into the charter to allow unlicensed contractors. 
 
Tom Lemmon returns to the podium at the request of Mayor Lewis. He answers 
questions about his understanding about SB 922 and apprenticeship programs. He 
states he is not anti-charter, but feels the proposed charter is anti-union.  
 
Mayor Lewis discusses concerns about safety on projects. 
 
Councilmember McClellan requests that Greg Brown answer a question regarding 
statistics on accident rates for non-union versus union jobs.  
 
Mr. Brown returns to the podium and states he does not have information on accident 
rates.  
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ITEM 100 (Continued) 
 
 
No one else comes forward to speak. 
 

MOTION BY LEWIS, SECOND BY MCCLELLAN to CLOSE the Public 
Hearing.  

 
MOTION CARRIES BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
Discussion ensues among Council and Staff concerning the following: 

• Language in the charter addressing salaries for the Council; 
• Proposed changes to Section 402 regarding transfer of appropriations; 
• Safety concerns about using apprentices; 
• Procedures being followed to decide whether or not to place the charter 

adoption on the ballot. 
 

A CONSENSUS OF COUNCIL AGREES WITH THE PROPOSED CHANGES 
TO SECTION 402, AS RECOMMENDED BY STAFF. STAFF TO BRING 
BACK FINAL CHARTER FOR CONSIDERATION ON FEBRUARY 28, 2012 
AT 3:00 P.M. 
 
 
 

 
101. ITEMS CONTINUED FROM THE 3:00 P.M. MEETING: None 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lewis adjourned the Adjourned Regular Joint Meeting of 
the City Council/Redevelopment Agency/Housing Authority held this 24th day of 
January 2012, at 8:04 p.m. to Tuesday, February 14, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
 KATHIE J. RUTLEDGE, CMC 
 City Clerk/Secretary 


